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insanlik tarihinin en eski geleneklerinden biri olan “ant icme”; herhangi bir duruma iliskin duygu
ve dislincelerde inandiriciligin saglanmasi amaciyla bazi degerler (izerine yemin edilmesi seklinde
glinimize dek uygulanagelmistir. Kendi kendine s6z vermeden, kutsal bilinen bir seyi ya da bir kisiyi
tanik gostererek yemin etmeye kadar ve cogu kez ritiieller esliginde yapilan bu uygulama; gerekleri
yerine getiriimediginde psiko-sosyolojik etki ve tepkilere yol agabilecegi gibi bazi durumlarda da
yasal yaptirimlara basvurulmasina neden olabilmektedir.

Hipokrat doneminden bugiline dek uygulanagelen hekim antlarindan, Hititler zamanina dek izleri
surilen askeri antlara, 6zel birliklere, topluluklara ya da kurumlara adim atilirken yapilan baghlik
yeminlerinden, torenleri ile gdz dolduran yurttashk antlarina, hatta Pauper Yemini'ne kadar
gecmisten bugline sayisiz 6rnegi olan ant icme geleneginin glinimuzdeki en yaygin uygulamalari,
o0gretim kurumlarinin mezuniyet térenlerinin ayrilmaz bir parcasi haline gelen “meslek yeminleri”dir.
Bu baglamda, Tirkiye’de, veteriner hekimligi alaninda ilk meslek andinin, 1981 yilinda, Ankara
Universitesi Veteriner Fakiiltesi’'nde uygulandigi ve izleyen yillarda diger veteriner fakiiltelerinde de
baslatilan bu uygulamanin yayginlasarak geleneksellestigi bilinmektedir.

Arsivlerde yapilan son calismalarda, Turkiye’de 172 yillik veteriner hekimligi 6gretiminin Yiksek
Ziraat EnstitisU (YZE) catisi altinda gecen 15 yilini kapsayan zaman diliminde, “Baytar Fakiiltesi’
ogrencileri de dahil olmak lizere Enstitlinlin tiim 6grencilerine bir torenle ictirilen antlarin metinleri
ve bu torenlere iliskin bilgilere ulasiimistir. YZE'nin ilk 6gretim kadrosu arasinda dikkat ceken Alman
O0gretim Uyelerinin Almanya’dan getirdikleri anlasilan bu gelenegin, 1980’li yillardan itibaren veteriner
fakiltelerinde uygulanagelen meslek yemini ile bir ilgisi bulunmamaktadir. Bununla birlikte, gerek
YZE Baytar Fakiiltesi 6grencilerini de kapsamasi; gerekse -uygulama sekliyle- Turkiye’deki benzer
torenlerin en eski 6rnekleri arasinda yer almasi dikkate alindiginda, bu uygulamanin hem veteriner
hekimligi tarihi hem de bilim tarihi notlarina kazandiriimayi hakettigi disinilmis ve bu poster
¢alismasi hazirlanmistir.
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A HISTORICAL TRADITION OF THE HIGHER INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURE:
OATH-TAKING

As one of the oldest traditions of the history of mankind, “oath-taking” has survived todayin the form
of swearing upon moral values with an aim to establish conviction in emotions and thoughts relating
tosituations. This practice, which may vary from committing oneself to something, to swearing by
giving evidence to a sacred object or person, is mostly accompanied by rituals. If its requirements
are not met, the practice of oath-taking may trigger psycho-sociological actions and reactions, and
in some cases, may even result in legal sanctions being applied.

From the oaths of the medical profession administered ever since the Hippocrates’ era and the
military oaths dating back to the Hittites, to the pledges of allegiance taken when entering special
unions, communities or institutions, as well as to the oaths of citizenship sworn at grand ceremonies,
and even to the Pauper’s Oath, the deep-rooted tradition of oath-taking continues to be followed
today, mostly through the “professional oaths” that have become an inseparable part of the
graduation ceremonies of educational institutions. In this context, in 1981, professional oath-taking
was administered for the first time in the field of veterinary medicine in Turkey, at the Faculty of
Veterinary Medicine of Ankara University. In the ensuing years, oath-taking was also adopted bythe
other Faculties of Veterinary Medicine in the country, and in the course of time,this practice became
common and was even traditionalized.

In recent archive research, the texts of the oaths taken by the students of the Higher Institute of
Agriculture (HIA), including the students of the “Faculty of Veterinary Medicine”, during the first
15 years of the 172-year-history of scientific veterinary education in Turkey, were unearthed, and
valuable information was obtained on the ceremonies organized at the HIA for oath-taking. This
tradition, determined to have been imported by the German scholars of the first academic staff
of the HIA from their homeland Germany, is not related with the practice of professional oath-
taking administered at the Faculties of Veterinary Medicine as from the 1980s. Nonetheless, as this
practice involved the students of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of the HIA, and given that it
constitutes one of the oldest examples of oath-taking in Turkey, in view of the way it was performed,
it was concluded that this practice merited reference in both the history of veterinary medicine and
the history of science, thus this poster was prepared.
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