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Abstract

In this research, the materials related to Ottoman history education published in the printing
house of Karabet Kesisyan (Garabet Kesishian 1850-1911), known as the famous printer Kitapgi
Karabet Efendi, were examined. In the research, brief information was given about Karabet
Keshishian's life and his works in the field of printing, history textbooks, journals on history
education, and other side materials that can be used in history education published in the printing
houses he established were identified. These sources were accessed from the archives, some of
these sources were selected, and they were examined through the content analysis method, and
the parts that were considered important in terms of history education were evaluated. It was
determined that Karabet Keshishian established two printing houses, one in his name and the
other in collaboration with another printer named Kaspar Efendi, called "Karabet and Kaspar
Printing House". It was seen that Keshishian published books under the supervision of the
Ottoman Empire throughout the complex period he lived in, had good relations with Abdiilhamid
II, and was awarded the Medjidie Medal. It was determined that Keshishian printed history
atlases and maps in his printing houses during his active years or took personal initiatives to print
these materials and that the atlases and maps he printed had their characteristics. It was
determined that Keshishian had the privilege of a journal called "Mektep" prepared for riistiye
students, which also included history subjects. In addition to these findings, it was observed that
he printed 52 history textbooks in his printing house, that these books had characteristic features
in terms of content and form, and that most of the history textbooks were related to world history.
As a result of the research, the contributions of Kitapg1 Karabet Efendi to history education were
revealed, and suggestions were made for research that can be done on the works he published in
his printing houses.

Keywords: Karabet Kesisyan, Karabet & Kaspar printing house, history education, history
textbooks, history atlases, history journals
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Introduction

Karabet Keshishian, one of the founders of the Karabet and Kaspar printing house
and known as Karabet Efendi, the bookseller, was born in the village of Talas in Kayseri in
1850. It is believed that Keshishian came to Istanbul before 1870 (Tevfik, 1911: 235). It is
stated that Keshishian earned a living by washing the laundry of single people in the first
years of his arrival in Istanbul, and later he worked in less bright jobs such as newspaper
distribution, but he was a hardworking and ambitious person (Tatlisu, 2021:124). In the
following years, Keshishian, who developed his book distribution business considerably,
saw opportunities in the development of reading habits in Istanbul of the period and started
a book business. Although he initially continued his book business with the buy-sell
method, he also entered the printing and publishing business at the end of the 1870s and
established a publishing company named Karabet printing house (Imprimerie Garabed)
(Tatlisu, 2021: 125; Tevfik, 1911: 235). Keshishian's investment in the printing and publishing
business brought him much more return than he expected, as Turks did not show much
interest in printing and publishing during this period, and the number of Turkish printing
houses remained in the minority on Bab-1 Ali Street, one of the most important streets of the
period where bookstores were located (Engin, 2010: 14). Printing and publishing did not
attract the attention of other nations in the Ottoman Empire; a small group of people, mainly
Armenians, were interested in this business and the number of these people was very small.
In his work 40 Years, Usakligil lamented the cultural weakness of Bab-1 Ali Street and
described the state of the press and publishing sector in the following words:

How I had imagined Bab-1 Ali Street, how I had decorated it with magnificent
libraries and printing presses. In my imagination, it was an apocalypse of poets, writers,
and authors in a never-ending frenzy. Passing through here, one should have been
intoxicated by the vapors of a great cauldron that was always boiling. In contrast to this
overflowing artistic field of my imagination, there I saw young people who didn't know
how to pass the time in the wimpy chairs of three or five booksellers next to a tripe shop or
a butcher, or old men who didn't have enough of life to put a dress on their backs and were
trying to provide the evening's raki by allocating the printing proofs of an Armenian
naturalist. The street was full of Karabet and Kaspars!, Aleksan, and then, most important
of all, Arakel in the corner. What would have happened if they hadn't brought books,
newspapers, printing presses, and the industriousness and resourcefulness of their race into
their lives? There was a movement born out of their efforts and activities, and no matter
how small or weak it was, it was still something (Usakligil, 2017: 257).

1 The full name is mentioned as Kaspar B. Kayseryan (Kaisserian) (Tathsu, 2021: 30; Yildirim, 2019: 29). Kaspar Efendi
was born in Kayseri in 1860 and came to Istanbul in 1879. It is noted that Kaspar Efendi began his journey in Ottoman
printing and publishing history with a bookstore he opened at the Bayezid tram station (Birinci, 1995: 30). Kaspar Efendi
is the brother of the novelist Artin Kayseryan, known for his works on Armenian language and literature (Deveci Bozkus,
2020: 126).
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Karabet Keshishian rose to the top by taking advantage of the lack of supply that
Usakligil indirectly mentioned. In the same period, other Armenians also entered the
printing business. In 1899, out of the 90 printing houses active in the Ottoman Empire, 32
were owned by Armenians, 23 by Turks, and 15 by Greeks. In sum, other communities in
the Ottoman Empire had little or no interest in the printing business (Deveci Bozkus, 2020a:
116). This situation allowed Armenian printers who turned to the printing business to develi
themselves and rise to the top in a short time. Karabet Keshishian joined forces with Kaspar
Efendi (b. 1860 - d. 1894), one of the rising Armenian printers of this period, and founded
the "Karabet and Kaspar Printing House" (Tatlisu, 2021: 125). The two were well-known
people before they established a printing house together. Just like Keshishian, Kaspar Efendi
had worked as a newspaper distributor and opened a bookstore called "Tedrisat
Kiitiiphanesi". In addition, "Maarif Mecmuasi’, one of the most important children's
education journals of the period, was printed in Kaspar's printing house. Karabet
Keshishian was a well-known figure as the concessionaire of the journals "Mektep" and
Resimli Gazette (Birinci, 1995: 32; Coruk, 2006: 418; Shichk, 2011: 200). In addition,
Keshishian was on good terms with the sultan of the time, Abdiilhamid II. In 1876, following
the Sultan's accession to the throne, he presented 71 books to the sultan's library (Tatlisu,
2021: 125). These two men, who were influential in the Ottoman literary community, printed
229 books in the printing house they founded together and ran together for a while (Shichk,
2011: 200).

Karabet and Kaspar were not only interested in the commercial aspects of printing
but also wanted to contribute to literature. For this reason, they prepared an index of the
books printed in their press, classified according to their subjects (Tatlisu, 2021: 131). In the
Mukaddim section of the Fihrist, it was explained that readers living in the provinces did
not know what to read and in what order, and did not know which book was where, and

the need for a guide to help readers was expressed in the following words;

It is inferred from the fact that all sides are making efforts and endeavors for the
education of sciences and education, which is civilization and happiness, by the fact
that all kinds of books and books on sciences, science, and literature have been in
high demand (valid, valuable) for a long time and especially in the eyes of experts.

In the large cities where Mekatib-i Aliye is located, the means for education
are available, and even those who want to engage in education on their own can
easily find remedies and guides. However, this is not the case in the provinces, and
those who set out to study do not know how to begin and what books to read. This
time, to provide a service for the preparation of scholars, we have given information
about the contents of about one hundred and fifty works suitable for all classes of
people and published them in this index (“Karabet and Kaspar Printing House”,
1303: 2) (Appendix A).
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As can be understood from the text, Karabet and Kaspar Efendi made serious efforts
to develop the Ottoman printing press. Considering the conditions of the period and the
state of the Ottoman publishing industry, it can be said that the efforts of Keshishian and

Kaspar Efendi were noteworthy.

Keshishian and Kaspar Efendi's journey in the printing house they founded together
continued until 1889 with the exchange of ideas and publications in various fields. In
armathe year 1889, it is stated that Keshishian and Kaspar turned to different fields, but the
name of the printing house in Bab-1 Ali remained the same for a short period of time, and
then Keshishian opened a separate library and continued his work under the name "Karabet
Matbaas1" (Tathisu, 2021: 134) Schick (2011) states in his study that Karabet Keshishian
turned to textbook printing because he thought that textbooks would be needed more after
the centralized change in the education system, method changes and the widespread use of
textbook printing. Kaspar Efendi, on the other hand, turned to the novel genre and worked
in the field of literature (205). After a while, Kaspar Efendi passed away on February 23,
1894 (Birinci, 1995). After the separation of the two printers, Keshishian's turn to textbook
printing made his contributions to Ottoman history education more visible. In the following
years, although he did not directly prepare textbooks, he printed many textbooks in his
printing house, and it was determined through the archival documents and secondary
sources examined within the scope of this research that he supported the history education
of the Ottoman period with the history atlases, maps and journals printed as a result of his
initiatives. In addition, Tevfik (1911) mentioned in his study that Keshishian was at least as
influential as other authors in the preparation of textbooks and other course materials (235).

Similar to Keshishian, there are others who? were directly or indirectly involved in
textbooks and history education. = However, due to the small number of studies on
Keshishian and the lack of research that draws attention to his contributions to history

education, this study focuses on Karabet Keshishian.

An analysis of the index dated 1303, which lists the names, fields, and printing dates
of the textbooks printed at Karabet and Kaspar Printing House, as well as research on the
activities of Kaspar Printing House, which Keshishian opened independently, reveals that
Karabet Keshishian printed approximately 406 books between 1889 and 1910, 52 of which
were in the field of history and 14 of which were in the field of learning techniques. It has
been determined that most of the books printed at the printing house were in the field of
history, and most of the books printed in the field of history were textbooks. Other books
printed in the printing house and their subjects are as follows: 23 geography, 15 health, 26

2 Mihran Apikyan and Diran Kelekyan are examples of these authors. Mihran Apikian wrote textbooks on Ottoman
Turkish and its grammar. Some of these textbooks include: Muhtasar Sarf-1 Osmani, Resimli Eksir-i Alfeba-i Osmanf,
Elifba-y1 Osmani (Deveci Bozkus, 2021: 383). Diran Kelekian, on the other hand, took political history courses at the
Erkan-1 Harbiye School and wrote a book titled "Tarih-i Siyasi-i Um{mf in the Nineteenth Century" (Deveci Bozkus, 2022:
13-16). For more information on Armenian writers of the period, see Deveci Bozkus, Y. (2020).
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law, 17 child care and home management, 31 literature, 11 calendars, 37 catechism, 10 ethics,
42 grammar, 10 logic, 44 science, 6 agriculture and animal husbandry, 52 economics, 5
dictionaries and 12 other types of books (Karabet and Kaspar Matbaasi, 1303; Tatlisu, 2021:
134; Tevfik, 1911: 235). Keshishian's efforts towards textbooks coincided with the Tanzimat
period, an important turning point in the history of Turkish education. During this period,
the state officials attached great importance to educational reforms. In the period that began
with the 1839 Tanzimat Edict, riististiye and vocational schools in certain fields were
opened, teacher training activities came to the fore, and after the 1869 Maarif-i Umumiye
regulation, the number of schools was increased and schools with different qualifications
were included in the education system (Hayta and Unal, 2014, 142-143; Somel, 2015: 123).
While all these developments were taking place, new books and supplementary resources
were needed for these schools, and Keshishian made a significant contribution to the
development of the education system with the 406 books he printed. All of these efforts
were recognized by the state, and in 1894, he was awarded the Order of Mecidi (State
Archives Presidency Ottoman Archives [BOA], 1311, box: 51, shirt: 42: 1) (Appendix B). In
addition to this decoration, he was also honored with the title of "Umtim Mekatib-i Askeriye
ve Miilkiye-i Sahane Kitabcist". It is stated that Keshishian published countless schoolbooks
throughout his life in return for the Ottoman state, which gave him this title and decoration
(Tatlisu, 2021: 126-128). Based on all this information from the few studies on Keshishian's
life, it can be said that Keshishian stood out as an Ottoman citizen who lived by the
Ottomanism of the period. As a matter of fact, following Keshishian's death, Riza Tevfik
(Boliikbas1) wrote an article about him, in which he described him as a "good Ottoman" and
stated that "Turkish was spoken and Turkish was lived in his house" (Tevfik, 1911: 236). In
addition to these, Schick (2011) states that Keshishian was also interested in humor-related
publications® and was one of the printers who printed publications in the field of

"mischievous publications" (200).

In this research, considering the contributions of Karabet Keshishian, about whom
brief information is given in the introduction, to the Ottoman printing press and the
Ottoman education system, the question of Keshishian's contributions to history education
and his efforts to improve history education comes to mind by making use of the literature
and archives. The problem statement of the research: "What are Karabet Keshishian's
contributions to history education?". This study aims to reveal the contributions of Karabet
Keshishian, one of the important printers of the Ottoman period, to the development of
history education through the history course materials printed in his printing house. The
research is limited to the documents whose names are given in the population and sample

3 The expression “mischievous publications " refers to works that were banned during the Ottoman period and the early
years of the Republic of Turkey on the grounds that they were deemed obscene and could negatively influence children.
It is noted that during the reign of Sultan Abdulhamid II, there was a vigorous struggle against " mischievous
publications" However, it is also mentioned that during this period, works unrelated to "muzir nesriyat" were sometimes
evaluated as such and banned (Eliagik, 2009). For more information on the policies regarding " mischievous publications"
during the reign of Sultan Abdulhamid Il, see Eliagik, M. (2009).
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section. The documents accessed from the archive were analyzed and the findings were

presented with various categories. The sub-problems of the research are as follows:

e What are the designs and general characteristics of the history textbooks printed in
Karabet Keshishian's printing house?

e What are the designs and general characteristics of the maps printed in Karabet
Keshishian's printing house?

e What are the designs and general characteristics of the atlases printed in Karabet
Keshishian's printing house?

e What can be said about Karabet Keshishian's journal "Mektep" and the history
education articles in this journal?

Method

Research Design

Document analysis technique, one of the qualitative research techniques, was used
as the method in the study. The document analysis design involves an in-depth analysis of
written and visual materials collected about the events and phenomena targeted to be
investigated so that a clear argument or conclusion can be made about the subject under
investigation through the materials examined (Yildirim and Simsek, 2021: 189). In this
context, since Karabet Keshishian's contributions to history education were examined in this
study, written materials written on the subject were consulted, Karabet Keshishian's
contributions to history education in the Ottoman period were examined in detail, and data
were revealed with a holistic approach.

Study Group

Analyzed documents were selected from the catalogs of the Karabet and Kaspar
printing houses, the National Library catalogs, the Ferit Ragip Tuncor Archive catalog, and
the State Archives catalogs to represent the approaches of the works in Kesishian's printing
house. The degree and grade information shown in the table is taken from the cover pages
of the relevant books and related research. Not all copies of Mektep journal were allowed
to be taken; therefore, copies related to history education and other related topics were
taken, but the exact number of pages in the copies accessed could not be reached. Since the
study was prepared with archives and documents, it does not require ethics committee

approval.
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Table 1

List of Analyzed Documents*

Document Name Writer or Type Degree and VN Year P.N.
Editor Grade
Bab1 Ali caddesinde - - - - - 1886 38
karabet ve Kasparin 25
numarali kiitiiphanesi
hesabina tab olunan
kitaplarin fihristi
Fezleke-i Tarih-i Abdurrahman Textbook  Highschool (-) - - 1901 224
Devleti Osmaniye Seref
Fezleke-i Tarihi Umumi Ali Tevfik Textbook  High school (Ist 1 - 1891 186
grade)
Fezleke-i Tarih-i Ali Tevfik Textbook  High school 2 - 1893 204
Umumi: Tarih-i Kurun- (2nd grade)
u Ahire
Fezleke-i Tarih-i Ali Tevfik Textbook  High school 3 - 1900 194
Umumi: Tarih-i Kurun- (3rd grade)
u Vusta
Tarih-i Devlet-i Abdurrahman  Textbook  High school (1st 1 1891 363
Osmaniye Seref grade)
Tarih-i Devlet-i Abdurrahman Textbook  High school 2 - 1894 498
Osmaniye Seref (2nd grade)
Tarih-i Enbiya ve Islam  Halil Vahid Textbook  High and - - 1909 176
Primary schools
(Ist grade)
Ceb Atlast Mehmed Celal Atlas Military - - 1908 155
medicine school
| S
Tarih-i Osmani Ibniil Cevad Historical =~ Primary school - - 1911 22
Haritalar1 Efdaleddin Atlas (-)
Tekiner
Mektep Karabet Journal High and 12 1891 -
Keshishian Primary schools
Mektep Karabet Journal High and 1 41 1892 -
Keshishian Primary schools
Mektep Karabet Journal High and 31 1894 -
Keshishian Primary schools
Mektep Karabet Journal High and 3 12 1894 -
Keshishian Primary schools
Mektep Karabet Journal High and 3 19 1894 -
Keshishian Primary schools
Mektep Karabet Journal High and 4 34 189 -
Keshishian Primary schools

4 The abbreviations in the table and their meanings are as follows: P.N.: number of pages, V: volume, N: number.
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Data Collection and Analysis

Document analysis was used in the data collection process and content analysis
design was used in the data analysis process. Although document analysis is defined as a
qualitative research method in itself, it can be used as a part of the data collection process
under action research and case study designs. In addition to this feature, since document
analysis is directly related to texts, reports, videos, etc., it adapts to the content analysis
method in the data analysis process (Kiral, 2020: 182; Yildirim and Simsek: 72). The content
analysis method used during the analysis of the data helps to analyze the written and visual
data collected through documents and offers the opportunity to analyze and examine in
depth by categorizing the collected data in the form of photographs, discourse, pictures
(Silverman, 2006: 159-163). During the research process, the analyses and results obtained
from the data were tested by field experts, the documents from which the data were
collected were also examined by experts, and expert opinions were consulted throughout
the process. Thus, the internal reliability of the research was ensured (Merriam and Greiner,
2019: 27).

Results

In this section, the findings obtained in the research are shared. The findings were
analyzed under four main headings: the findings on the general situation of the auxiliary
materials for history lessons in the printing house, the findings on the content of history
textbooks, the findings on the maps and atlases printed in the printing house, and the

findings on the school journal printed in the printing house were analyzed separately.

Findings on the History Course Materials Printed in Karabet and Keshishian's Printing
House

As mentioned in the introduction of this study, many books for history classes were
printed in Keshishian's printing house. In addition to these books, atlases, maps, and
journals related to history teaching were also printed. According to the information
obtained from the catalogs of the Karabet printing house and other sources, there were 56
history textbooks, 25 history books, 1 atlas, 1 map, 34 fascicle journals. The distribution of
the works in the history genre printed in the printing house is as follows according to their

proportions.
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Figure 1
Distribution of History Course Materials Printed in Karabet and Kaspar Printing House

According to Their Types®

History
/ Textbooks,47%

Ml History Textbooks [ History Book EIMap [lAtlas M Journal

In addition to this information, data on the distribution of the analyzed history course
materials according to their fields were also obtained. There were 14 works in the field of
world history, 6 works in the field of Ottoman history, 4 works in the field of Islamic history,
and one work each in the fields of history education, European history, and natural history.
The ratios of the history course materials printed in the printing house according to their
fields are as follows:

Figure 2

Karabet Printing Works According to the Fields of History Course Materials

B World History B Ottoman History Islamic History

History Education B European History B Natural History

Findings on the Designs Printed in Karabet Keshishian Printing House and Their
Characteristics

This chapter presents an analysis of the history textbooks printed at Keshishian's
printing house. The analysis is based on the interconnected and original features found in
the textbooks, thus questioning whether the printing house had a certain policy in printing
textbooks. In order to measure Kashishian's contributions to history education, the content
of 7 textbooks printed at Kashishian's printing house were analyzed. These textbooks were

5 The documents shown in this graph were found in the catalogs of the Karabet and Kaspar printing houses, the catalogs
of the National Library, the catalogs of the National Library and the catalogs of the State Archives. While counting the
documents, reprints were also counted.

g’-’_-; ﬁfﬁsr"pnv EDUCATION 80

JOURNA



The contributions of Karabet Kesisyan to history education in the Ottoman period: An evaluation of the...

randomly selected to represent the printing style and content of Keshishian and his printing

house. The selected textbooks are as follows: Fezleke-i Tarih-i Devlet Osmaniye textbook,

the first and second volumes of Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye textbook, Fezleke-i Tarihi Umumi

and two other volumes of this textbook, Tarih-i Enbiya and Islam textbook. The general

characteristics of these textbooks are as follows:

=
=

The textbook titled Fezleke-i Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye covers the period between
1318 and 1749 and consists of 4 units except for the conclusion and introduction. The
historical intervals in the units were not selected according to the sultans but were
distributed according to the year intervals by applying a different classification. For
example, Unit 1 continues from 1318 until the Battle of Ankara in 1402, and the last
part of this unit describes the interval from the Battle of Kosovo and the ascension of
Yildirim Bayezid to the throne afterwards until the Battle of Ankara and the
beginning of the Fatret Period. The next unit begins with the immediate aftermath of
the Battle of Ankara in 1402 and ends with the accession of Sultan Bayezid II to the
throne in 1512 (Seref, 1900: 15-22). This unit system was used in all textbooks printed
by the printing house.

The first volume of the textbook Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye (History of the Ottoman
Empire) consists of four units; the first three units begin with the year 1327 and
describe the historical events until the accession of Mehmed III to the throne in 1595.
In the last unit, the administrative, economic, and social structure of the Ottoman
Empire until 1595 is described in a unit titled "organization and order, degree-i
maarif and industry" (Seref, 1900, Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye, c.1: 270-272). The
second volume of this textbook has the same concept as the first textbook but
continues from 1595 until the Treaty of Kiiglik Kaynarca in 1774 (Seref, 1900, Tarih-i
Devlet-i Osmaniye, c.2).

In the first volume, starting with the birth of the Prophet Adam, who is believed to
be the prophet of the three Abrahamic religions prophet, the events of the First Age
and the events before the First Age are described based on Islamic sources. In the
second volume, starting from the division of the Roman Empire into two parts, the
events of the Middle Ages are narrated, and the last volume describes the historical
events that took place "from the conquest of Istanbul to the current date" (Tevfik,
1894: 5; Tevfik, 1896: §; Tevfik, 1896 c. 3: 6).

The textbook titled Tarih-i Enbiya ve Islam (History of the Prophet Muhammad and
Islam) consists of seven short units, each unit containing chapters that the author
characterizes as "chapters". The units covered the creation of the Prophet Adam and
his sending to Earth, the life of the Prophet Noah and Noah's ark as mentioned in
Abrahamic religions, the general state of the Arabian Peninsula and the world before
the spread of Islam, and finally the life of the Prophet, the spread of Islam and the
period of the four caliphs (Vahid, 1909).
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The first characteristic feature of the textbooks of the Karabet and Kaspar printing
houses, and later of the Karabet printing house, which was managed by Keshishian alone,
is the embossed images on the inner and outer bindings of the books. These images, just like
in modern textbooks, were relevant to the subject matter and would attract the attention of
the students. For example, in the Fezleke-i Tarihi Umumi textbook on world history, a globe
shape was added on a red background, surrounded by various flowers and decorations
(Tevfik, 1896). In the volume of another textbook, Fezleke-i Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye, the
coat of arms of the Ottoman state was included, decorated with floral ornaments as in the
previous textbook, and enclosed in a frame (Seref, 1900). In the textbook, Fezleke-i Tarih-i
Devlet-i Osmaniye (Fezleke-i Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye), a globe surrounded by
parchment, quill pens, and telescopes was placed at the top of the inside cover, and the
imprint section containing information about the book was framed (Appendix C). The
textbook on the history of Islam, "Tarihi Islam" (History of Islam), featured a drawing of a
rose representing the Islamic prophet Muhammad and a small drawing of the Qur'an on
the inside cover (Vahid, 1909).

Figure 3

Globe shape, Coat of Arms of the Ottoman Empire, Rose Symbol®

It is thought that the exterior design of textbooks is as important as the content.
Considering the conditions of the period, it can be said that Karabet Printing House made
the necessary efforts to make the books more attractive. No concrete findings were found
regarding the binding of the books and the paper used. Most of the books were digitally
delivered to the researchers by the staff of the Ankara Directorate of Manuscripts. Only two
of the books could be physically observed. It was observed that the bindings of these books
were not torn, and the pages were intact for the age of the books.

When the contents of the books were analyzed, it was observed that these books,
similar to other textbooks written in the same period, contained excitement-inducing
expressions, patriotic sentences and exaggerations, and similar to some history textbooks
published in the early 20th century, these books also included footnotes and additional
explanations (Seref, 1900: 84; Tevfik, 1894: 10; Vahid, 1909: 14). In addition, English or

6 The titles of the books whose cover pages are shown are as follows: Vahid, H. (1909). Tarih-i anbiya ve Islam. Istanbul:
Karabet and Kaspar. Tevfik, A. (1896). Fezleke-i tarih-i umumi. Istanbul: Karabet and Kaspar. Seref, A. (1900). Tarih-i
devlet Osmaniyye (volume 1). Karabet.
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foreign language words are given with their pronunciations in parentheses whenever
possible. Although the language and expression styles of the books are similar, the
language and style vary from book to book. While one book uses very plain and simple

language, another book uses a very heavy language.

In the section of the Tarih-i Umumi textbook related to European history, the
convention nationale (convention nationale) of 1792 was mentioned, and the path leading
to the French constitution of 1793 after the convention was described with the following
sentences: "After the republic, which had been governed in negotiation for a while, Marat
and Danton and Robespierre came under the influence of the throne, on the one hand,
troops were being sent against the states that threatened France and on the other hand,
thousands of people were being slaughtered and killed" (Tevfik, 1896: 36). In the textbook
Tarih-i Enbiya ve Islam prepared by Halil Vahid, the introduction of a text about the prophet
Adam is as follows: "Allah Almighty created Adam (A.S.) from the earth as the first human
being on the face of the earth and gave his body a soul. He commanded all the owners to
prostrate themselves" (Vahid, 1909: 6). These texts use a very simple language that any
person who knows the Ottoman alphabet can understand.

On the other hand, the sentences used in a section of the textbook Fezleke-i Tarihi
Devlet-i Osmaniye, written by Abdurrahman Seref, are as follows: “Meanwhile, in the
Harem, women who were inclined to be miiltezem (important), while they were etemm
(perfect), everyone was muntezir (waiting) and dil-giisa (pleasant conversation), suddenly
their ifrat (excesses) came” (Seref, 1900: 80). In the same book, a different event, the conquest
of the Peloponnese, is described in the following words: “In order to prevent the attack on
Peloponnese from the north, the Greek government had built a wall across the city of
Corinth, and this wall was named Germehisar”(Seref as cited in Karagorlu, 2017: 32). As can
be seen, unlike the other two texts, a heavier language is used in this text. This may be an

indication that the prepared textbooks do not have a common standard in terms of content.

Looking at the textbooks in general, there are not many common and original features
other than binding and division into units. In addition, it was determined that the textbooks

do not include figures and maps except for decorations.

Findings on the Design and Characteristics of Maps and Atlases Printed in Keshishian's
Printing House:

Karabet Keshishian's printing house also included atlases and maps. Tatlisu (2021)
states that Kesisyan procured visual materials from Europe as auxiliary resources for
textbooks and had atlases printed and ruled books prepared with these materials. When the
catalogs of active libraries in Turkey were examined, three atlases and one map printed by
Karabet Printing House on different dates were identified. From these visual sources, the
work titled "Tarihi Osmani Haritalar1" prepared by Ibnii'l Cevad Efdaleddin Tekiner, the
work titled "Ceb Atlas1" written by Mehmet Celal and the map titled "Painted Europe-yi
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Osmani" prepared by Karabet Printing House were selected and evaluations were made
about these maps. In this part of the research, the findings obtained about the

aforementioned works are included.

According to the data obtained from the Presidency of the State Archives, it was
determined that Kesisyan requested permission to print a history atlas on an unknown date,
that this atlas was organized according to the level of riistiye schools, and that it was
prepared to be an auxiliary source for history lessons (Presidency of the State Archives
Ottoman Archives [BOA], ? box: 60, shirt: 108: 2).7 This history atlas is thought to be the
one prepared by Ibn al-Jawad Efdaleddin Tekiner in 1911 (1327). The atlas titled "Tarih-i
Osmani Haritalar1" (Appendix E) gives the changing borders of the Ottoman Empire
according to years in a chronologically detailed and annotated manner. Ozlii and Uziim
(2020), in their research with the atlas, state that the scope of the work progresses from the
borders of the Ottoman Empire's foundation period to the borders it had at the end of the
XIXth century (184). Efdaleddin Tekiner's atlas, like a classical historical atlas, gives the
events in a chronological order and narrates them through maps. For example, in the atlas,
the Ottoman-Russian borders and the provinces of Kars, Ardahan and Batum were given to
the Russian Empire after the Treaty of Ayastefanos (1878), which was signed after the 93rd
War and remained in force for a short time, are shown as follows (Tekiner, 1324: 20).

Figure 4
Borders of the Treaty of Ayastefanos from Efdaleddin's Atlas (Tekiner, 1910)

-

When the texts in the atlas are examined, it is observed that the expressions used are
generally free from subjective interpretations, based solely on expressing historical events
as they are in the documents, without exaggerated narratives or descriptions, and that the
expressions are written in a manner suitable for the level of junior high school. In the work,
only historical events were focused on, geographical and geographical terms and
information were not included unless necessary, and in the historical events described, the

"The day, month and year of this archival document are not included in the archival records and are not written on the
document. For this reason, a question mark symbol has been added to the year section.
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event-cause-effect order was conveyed without going into too much detail, and in the next
stage, another event that followed or caused the historical event described was mentioned.
For example, the transition from the Treaty of Ayastefanos to the Congress of Berlin is as
follows:

The successive defeats we suffered in the 1294 campaign, which was launched at
Russia's invitation, had immediately left nearly half of the Rumelia continent
(country) to the invasion of the seven. Since such a large number of casualties
threatened our political survival in Rumelia and this had an impact on the European
balance of power, the necessary changes were made by the congress held in Berlin
(Tekiner, 1327: 20).

Through this text, it can be observed that a brief evaluation of the historical event is
made, and the historical event is narrated from the perspective of the Ottoman Empire, with
expressions such as "we suffered... our politics..." that make the author's side clear. This style
of narration is a style that is occasionally found in today's textbooks.

In addition to the aforementioned history atlas, another atlas written by Mehmed
Celal and called "pocket atlas" was printed in 1908 (H: 1326) at Karabet Printing House.
Unlike Efdaleddin Tekiner's atlas, the atlas contains colored maps and consists of 3 sections.
In the first section, it is explained that the atlas was prepared to assist history and geography
classes in high schools, and how the atlas should be used. In the second part, information
about the population of the states shown in the atlas is given, and the history and
sociological characteristics of important states are summarized. In the second part, the states
described were shown on political maps (Celal, 1908). Among the political maps in the atlas,
the political map of Europe is as follows.

Figure 5
Map of Europe in the Atlas Prepared by Mehmet Celal (Celal, 1908)

RNAL
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The atlas includes a separate place for each continent, a world map, maps of some
important states, separate maps for regions such as Western Europe and the Balkans, and
information about the oceans. Some of the maps in the atlas are as follows:

Figure 6

From Left to Right South America, Oceania and Part of the Pacific Ocean, Rumelia Region
(Celal, 1908)

While these are the visuals in the second part of the atlas, the texts in the first part of
the atlas explain the states in these maps. For example, in the atlas, in the section describing
the characteristics of the races, the places where they lived, and their history, the following
sentences were used about black people: "This race has spread throughout Africa and
Australia and their color varies from olive to black. Their hair is black and generally curly,
their lips are thick, and their noses are uruz (wide) and thick. 1) Originally Negroes,
estimated to be around 60 million. They are inhabitants of central and central Africa. The
most famous tribes are: Foulbés, Haussas, Sontais, Niam Niam" (Celal, 1908: 25). In the rest
of the text, Mehmed Celal states that not much is known about the relations between the
tribes of Africans and underlines that they do not have a strong state and that they are
colonies. The description of races in the atlas is similar to the description of Africans. In
another section on races, Hindus were also included, and the religious beliefs of Hindus
were described in the following sentences:

There was a degree of correspondence between the Brahma sect and the Buddha sect,
which was created by the judge (God) named Fu. The Buddha sect agrees with the
division of classes, which constitutes one of the most important principles of the
Brahma sect and promises the salikiye the possibility of attaining a badelmemat life
(a life focused on the afterlife), a cavidani and always bilnefis (breathless, very close)
buddha through reform and purification of the soul (Celal, 1908: 31).

When we look at the discourses in the atlas, we observe that the style of expression
used is similar to Efdaleddin Tekiner's atlas in that it is comprehensible and based on pure
knowledge, but unlike Efdaleddin Tekiner's atlas, it includes more clear and
comprehensible expressions. Although historical events are included in the atlas,

geographical and sociological observations are written in general.
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It is known that Karabet Keshishian was very interested in visual historical sources
such as the atlases and maps mentioned in this section and that he took personal initiatives
for the publication of such sources. In addition to the pocket atlas mentioned above, a
political map titled "Painted Europe-y1 Osmani Map" was printed by Karabet Matbaas1 and
distributed to high schools in order to contribute to the teaching of history (State Archives
Presidency Ottoman Archives [BOA], 1324, box: 948, shirt: 30: 3). This map could not be
found in public archives but was found on the website of an auction house. Since the auction
house was located in Izmir, the map could not be physically accessed. For this reason, it was
not possible to determine the paper quality of the map and how much it had worn out over
the years. However, since the visuals of the map were accessed, it is possible to make
determinations about the visuals. The political map shows the Balkans and part of Eastern
Europe. It has a vertical structure and consists of green, white and pink colors. In accordance
with the logic of classical political maps, capitals and important places are emphasized. The
image of the map was not included in this study due to possible copyright problems. The
map is important in the sense that there were not many examples of colored maps at the
time it was printed and that it was printed and distributed due to the personal efforts of
Karabet Keshishian, and for these reasons it is included in this study.

Findings on the "Mektep" Journal Printed by Keshishian Printing House

Mektep was a periodical with educational content that was published 185 issues in
total between 1881 and 1898 during the reign of Sultan Abdiilhamid II (Ttimer, 2003: 323).
Mektep Journal was prepared for students studying at the idadi and riistiye levels, and the
content and scope of the journal was organized in accordance with the educational
programs used in schools (Timur, 2021: 46). In the Mektep periodical, topics related to
history, literature, painting, travelogues and natural sciences were written (Timur, 1995, pp.
1-2). In addition to these contents, one section of the journal included stories under the title
"morality" that tried to instill national and spiritual feelings in students, and Ahmet Rasim,
Mehmed Celal and Hiiseyin Cahid, who were important writers of the period, wrote stories
under this title (U¢gman, 2004, p. 2). These writings can be interpreted as a kind of citizenship
education initiatives.

Mektep was printed in Karabet Kesisyan's printing house and Kesisyan was the
concessionaire in the printing of the journal (Timur, 1995: 2-4). Birinci (1977) states in his
study that in terms of its content and publication, Mektep stood out among the science,
history and literature journals of the Abdiilhamid II period and became one of the most
important journals of the period. Tiimer (2003) states in his study that Mektep started its
publishing life as a children's journal, but over time it turned into a journal important
enough to take an important place in the history of Turkish literature and was one of the
publications that were effective in the transition to the Servet-i Fiintin period in Turkish
literature (323). Since the aforementioned periodical contains history writings suitable for

the curricula at the level of idadis and riistiye and has an important place in terms of literary
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history, it was considered as an important secondary source in terms of history teaching and
history of education and was included in this study. The cover page of the journal is as
follows (Mektep, 1894).

Figure 7
Inside Cover of Mektep (Mektep, 1894)

\vegan, J:\J}‘\(r. 'Z{V e

AL A v !

el i) 2 -
AT ddif 0 iz

T sk 0% ey
e
uu»)‘l M'L o33 ol 6k S Seits ws 20 J«fu—u:l» ' Ny

[HSAN
KITAPLARI

B G palial
Gl 5y, e ol e e 229
ST Gl s ey Gl bl ps 5L
ez obe o Lemy U A DTl 5wkl
48l L Lol %) _,b/ 46 S sl e 05

ST ilenl5a3 e Glasiphos o) gseT s

Mo i

The title of the journal was designed in a way to attract the attention of the students,
and ornaments of keys, banners, flowers and roses were placed to represent the Ottoman
letters that make up the title. In the introduction of the journal, there is a poem titled "Long
live my Sultan". Launched in 1890 and published for an undetermined period of time, the
journal included articles on history and literature, French and Persian, art and travel,
religion and morality, health and vocational education (sewing and embroidery for girls,
industry and workshops for boys), as well as articles on mathematics, chemistry, biology
and other sciences (Timur, 1995). When the available issues of the journal were analyzed, it
was observed that there was an intensive use of visuals for concrete and abstract concepts
in these issues. For example, on two pages where literature, natural history and mathematics
lessons were listed one after the other, a text on the characteristics of giraffes was included
in the natural history lesson, and a drawing of a giraffe was added right next to this text. In
the literature lesson preceding the natural history lesson, there was a short story titled "the
reconciliation of siblings", which was illustrated with a small drawing showing two
reconciled children and their father. In the mathematics lesson following the natural history

lesson, geometric figures were included (Mektep, 1891: 37).

Figure 8
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From Left to Right Image of the Text "Reconciliation of Brothers", Giraffe Image, Some
Geometric Shapes (Mektep, 1891)

| ,.n.:,\ 240058

The use of visuals not only helped students understand the subject better, but also
set a textbook style in the current journal. The language of the journal is simple, clear and
comprehensible in a way that can be understood by the audience it addresses, namely
children. When the articles in the journals are analyzed, it is observed that the authors write
in the style of a teacher lecturing as if the students were in front of them, using phrases such
as "children... when you look at your shadow... when you look at the trees around you... as
you see above... in the text we read..." (Mektep, 1891).

While these are the characteristic features and general structure of the journal, there
are also distinctive features in terms of history education. In the analyzed volumes of the
journal, it was observed that the lessons of Ottoman history or European history were not
included in the journals, whereas the lessons of Tarih-i Umumi (world history) were
generally included; Ibrahim Hakki Pasha was influential in the first years of the journal in
the articles related to history lessons, and later other important historians and literary
figures of the period also took part in the articles (Mektep, 1891; Mektep, 1894). In the
journal, under the title of world history, explanations about the methodology of history and
the definition of history were also given in the lessons. For example, Ibrahim Hakk1 Pasha
devoted the introductory part of his article on Noah's Flood in the 18th issue of the journal
to the definition of history, the sources of history, and the branches of science auxiliary to
history (Timur, 1995: 100-101). In addition to this article, the content of the articles titled
Tarih-i Umumi found in other copies included information on the history of humankind
(based on the Qur'an), the history of continental Europe, inter-state relations and the
characteristics of civilizations.

While these were the contents of the Tarih-i umumi (World History) courses, there
was also another course called Tarihi Tabii (natural history). Timur (1995), in his study of
volume 1 of Mektep journal, evaluated the course Tarihi Tabii as an example of natural
history studies. He stated that the articles related to natural history lessons were given
under the umbrella of history articles and therefore could be seen as history lessons,

mentioned that the characteristics of various animals were explained in these articles in
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natural history lessons, and determined that there were articles by quite different authors
in the articles and that there was a drawing of the animal to be described before each article
(108-109). In this study, history lessons were also found in the scans conducted on the third
volume of the journal. As an example of texts related to history-natural lessons, the text
titled "Flea" in the 2nd issue of the journal and the visual related to the text can be shown.
The relevant image is as follows (Mektep, 1891: 12).

Figure 9
A Flea Drawing from Mektep (Mektep, 1891)

Part of the text related to the tick image is as follows: "The picture you see here is a
very enlarged picture of a flea. Fleas have a grudge against both humans and animals. The
flea lays its egg in the dust. The young hatches and lives in the dust. Therefore, where there
is dust and dirt, there are many fleas" (Mektep, 1891: 12). In the rest of the text, the flea's
characteristics, its classification as a pest, and ways to protect against fleas are explained.
The articles titled Tarih-i tabii are quite interesting in terms of approach. However, whether
or not they can be considered in the field of "natural history" is open to debate. The field of
natural history is a distinct discipline in its own right, and in studies on this discipline, one
can ask about an organism, "What kind of animal is it? Where does it live? How does it live?
How does it reproduce? How do such creatures look, and what do the places they live look
like?" (Able, 2016, 2150). The letter journal articles analyzed in the study are similar in
concept and purpose to the purposes of natural history articles. For example, in the study
titled "Flea", the visual of the creature, where it lives, and how it reproduces were tried to
be conveyed with superficial information. In addition to this article, a study titled "Giraffe",
which was written under the title of Natural History, provided superficial information
about the characteristics of the giraffe (Mektep, 1891, 32). Considering the conditions of the
period and the level of the students to whom the journal Mektep was addressed, it can be
said that the criteria for natural history were realized at a minimum level, but the articles
still need to be analyzed from the perspective of a natural historian.

It can be said that the articles in Mektep with the concept of the history of nature have
a contradictory but interesting approach. Considering that most of the writers of the period
wrote about historical events related to war or diplomatic relations, it is thought to be
interesting to describe a living creature, an organism, rather than a specific historical event.
From this point of view, it can be said that the writings of Tarih-i Tabi have an innovative
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and original characteristic compared to the period. There is no explanation for the inclusion

of the related articles in the journal.

Conclusion

The years in which Karabet Keshishian Efendi, who lived between 1850 and 1911,
worked as a printer, are considered as a period of "reconstruction” in terms of education. In
this period, Western pedagogy and techniques were utilized to shape Ottoman schools in a
contemporary style, and a policy of blending these approaches with traditional elements
was pursued (Giindiiz: 2010). Prominent educators of the period prepared teaching
materials in line with the Ottoman and Islamic traditions, taking into account local
requirements and realities (Ardi¢ and Kilig: 2017). In this study, those of these educational
materials related to history education were categorized and Kitapgi Karabet Efendi's

contributions to history teaching in this context were revealed.

Based on the research findings, 25 history textbooks, 27 history books, 1 atlas, 1 map,
34 journals were found in the field of history by Keshishian. It was seen that these works
were quite elaborate according to the conditions of the period, prepared with the advanced
technologies of the period, and in good condition in terms of binding, cover, picture and
color. In the study, the fact that the most common type of publications printed in
Keshishian's printing house were books related to the science of history can be shown as the
most basic evidence of Keshishian's influence on history education and his efforts towards
history education. In addition, it has been observed that Keshishian attached importance to
the printing and distribution of textbooks and was influential in the development of the
interior and exterior design of these textbooks, and it is thought that history textbooks also
developed with this approach. It has been observed that Keshishian allocated resources to
studies on atlases and maps in order to provide auxiliary resources for history lessons and
made special attempts to print history atlases and maps. In their study, Ozlii and Uziim
(2020) interpreted Tekiner's history atlas, which was printed at Karabet Printing House, as
a very important development in terms of teaching historical geography and mentioned
that it was prepared in a simple and comprehensible language, as stated in the findings of
this study (204). It was found that Keshishian gave importance to articles related to history
and ensured that articles related to natural history were written in the journal of which he
was the concessionaire. Whether or not the articles in this periodical, which are shown as
examples in the findings section, are natural history articles is open to debate (Timur, 1995:
108).

In addition to these findings, when Keshishian's printing press was analyzed in terms
of history education, it was observed that most of the materials were printed for the world
history course, the materials printed for Ottoman history were less compared to world
history, and the least materials were printed for the history of religions course. Since only
the books printed by Keshishian were analyzed in the study, these books could not be
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compared with other history textbooks, and therefore no findings were found on whether
Keshishian had ideological discourses on history education. When the sources analyzed
within the scope of the research are analyzed, it can be said that Karabet Efendi contributed
to the cultural and intellectual development of Ottoman society and was innovative and
entrepreneurial in the field of publishing. It was observed that he prepared colorful atlases
in his printing house using techniques that were quite advanced for the period he lived in
and included designs that facilitated learning with illustrated journals. In addition, it is
thought to be interesting that he tried to convey historical information to children from a

young age with various visuals and different methods with Mektep journal.

e Based on the results of this study, the following suggestions can be made for similar

studies to be conducted in the future:

e Based on Keshishian's interest in atlases and maps, Keshishian's efforts towards

geography education can be analyzed.

e By comparing the contents of the history textbooks printed by Keshishian's printing
house with other textbooks of his peers, it can be analyzed whether these textbooks
have ideological discourses.

e The school journal printed by Keshishian can be analyzed in terms of different
disciplines and its contributions to these disciplines can be evaluated.

e A study can be prepared about the printing house of Kaspar Efendi, with whom
Keshishian worked for a while.

e A natural historian can analyze the natural history articles in the Mektep journal.

e Studies on Ottoman period printing activities and printers can be increased.
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Appendix A. Introductory Section of the Fihrist Published by Karabet and Kaspar Printing House®

8 National Library rare works catalog.
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Appendix B. Archival Document Dated 1311 on Karabet Kesisyan's Receipt of the Order of Majidi’
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Appendix C. Fezleke-i Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye Cover Page!

1 Ferit Ragip Tuncor archive and documentation library
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Appendix E. The Cover Page of the Historical Atlas Titled 'Tarih-i Osmani Haritalar1'?
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Oz

Bu arastirmada Kitap¢i Karabet Efendi adiyla bilinen meshur matbaaci Karabet Kesisyan'in (d.
1850 — 6. 1911) matbaasinda yayinlanan ve Osmanli donemi tarih 6gretimine iliskin materyalleri
incelemek amaclanmistir. Arastirmada, Karabet Kesisyan'in hayati ve matbaacilik alanindaki
calismalar1 hakkinda kisa bilgiler verilmis, Kesisyan’in kurdugu matbaalarda ¢ikarilan tarih ders
kitaplari, tarih 6gretimi ile ilgili dergiler ve tarih 6gretiminde kullanilabilecek diger yan kaynaklar
tespit edilmistir. Arsivden bu kaynaklara ulasilmis, bu kaynaklar arasindan bazilar1 segilerek,
igerik analizi yontemi araciligiyla incelenmis ve tarih egitimi agisindan 6nemli goriilen kisimlar
degerlendirilmistir. Karabet Kesisyan'in biri kendi adina bir de Kaspar Efendi adinda bagska bir
matbaaci ile beraber “Karabet ve Kaspar Matbaas1” adinda bir matbaa olmak iizere iki matbaa
kurdugu tespit edilmistir. Kesisyan'in yasadig1 karmagik donem boyunca Osmanli Devleti'nin
gozetiminde kitaplar bastirdig, II. Abdiilhamid ile iyi iligkilerinin oldugu ve mecidi nisan ile
odillendirildigi goriilmiistiir. Kesisyan'in aktif oldugu yillar boyunca matbaalarinda, tarih atlas:
ve haritalar bastirdif1 veya bu materyalleri bastirmak igin kisisel girisimlerde bulundugu,
bastirdig1 atlas ve haritalarin kendilerine has Ozellikler tasidig1 tespit edilmistir. Kesisyan'in
“Mektep” adinda tarih konularmi da igerisine alan, riistiye 6grencileri i¢in hazirlanmig bir dergide
imtiyaz sahibi oldugu tespit edilmistir. Bu bulgulara ek olarak matbaasinda 52 adet tarih ders
kitab1 bastirdig, bu kitaplarin icerik ve bi¢im acgilarindan karakteristik ozelliklere sahip oldugu,
tarih ders kitaplarinin ¢ogunun diinya tarihi ile alakali oldugu gozlemlenmistir. Arastirma
sonucunda, Kitap¢i Karabet Efendi'nin tarih egitimine katkilar1 ortaya konarak, matbaalarinda
bastirdig eserlerle alakali yapilabilecek arastirmalara dair 6neriler sunulmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Karabet Kesisyan, Karabet ve Kaspar matbaasi, tarih ders kitabs, tarih atlasi,
tarih dergileri
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Giris

Karabet ve Kaspar matbaasinin kurucularindan olan ve kitap¢i Karabet Efendi ad1yla
taninan Karabet Kesisyan 1850 tarihinde Kayseri'nin Talas koyiinde dogmustur.
Kesisyan'm 1870 yilindan dnce Istanbul’a gelmis oldugu diisiiniilmektedir (Tevfik, 1911:
235). Kesisyan'mn Istanbul’a ilk geldigi yillarda bekar kisilerin ¢amasirlarini yikayarak
gecimini sagladigi, daha sonralar1 ise gazete dagiticiligy gibi pek parlak olmayan islerde
calistigin1 ancak caliskan ve hirshi biri oldugunu belirtilmektedir (Tathisu, 2021:124).
llerleyen yillarda kitap dagitimini oldukca gelistiren Kesisyan, dénemin Istanbul’'unda
okuma aligkanliginin gelismesinde firsatlar gormiis ve kitapgiliga baslamis, baslarda al-sat
yontemi ile kitapcilig1 siirdiirse de 1870lerin sonunda basim ve yayim isine de girerek
Karabet matbaasi (Imprimerie Garabed) isimli bir yayincilik sirketi kurmustu (Tathsu, 2021:
125; Tevfik, 1911: 235). Kesisyan'in basim ve yayincilik iglerine yaptigi yatirim ona
beklediginden ¢ok daha fazla getiri saglamisti ¢iinkii bu dénemde Tiirkler basim ve
yaymcilik islerine fazla ilgi gostermemisler, kitapgilarin bulundugu donemin 6nemli
caddelerinden Bab-1 Ali caddesinde Tiirk matbaalarinin sayisi azinlikta kalmist: (Engin,
2010: 14). Basim yayim isleri Osmanli’daki diger milletler nezdinde ilgi gormiiyor, agirlikh
olarak Ermenilerden olugsan kiiciik bir grup bu is ile ilgileniyordu ve bu kisilerin de sayis1
cok azdi. Usakligil 40 Y1l adl1 eserinde, Bab-1 Ali caddesinin kiiltiirel acidan zayithgidan
hayiflanmis ve basin ve yayincilik sektoriintin durumunu su sozlerle anlatmast:

Bab-1 Ali caddesini ben nasil farz ederdim, orasin1 ne muhtesem kiitiiphanelerle ne
muhtesem matbaalarla siislemistim. Hayalimde burasi sonu gelmeyen bir galeyan icinde
alay alay sairleri, edipleri, muharrirleri ¢alkalayan bir mahser idi. Buradan gecilirken daima
kaynama halinde bir miithis kazamn buharlariyla insan sarhos olmali idi. Iste hayalimin bu
taskin sanat sahrasina bedel orada bir iskembecinin yahut bir kasabin yaninda tii¢ bes
kitapcinin pisirik, sandalyelerinde nasil zaman gecirecegini bilmeyen yolunu sasirmis
gengler yahut hayattan sirtlarina bir elbise verebilecek kadar nasip alamayarak nihayetinde
bir Ermeni tabiinin matbaa provalarini tahsis etmekle aksamin rakisini temine calisan
ihtiyarlar gordiim. Cadde bastanbasa Karabet ve Kasparlarla®®, Aleksanlarla, sonra
hepsinden miihim, kosede Arakel’le dolu idi. Bunlar da kitap, gazete, matbaa, hayatina
irklarina ait ¢aliskanlik, beceriklilik kabiliyetlerini getirmemis olsalardi acaba ne olacakti?
Onlarin gayret ve faaliyetinden dogmus bir hareket vardi ki ne kadar kiigiik ne kadar zayif
olsa bile yine bir seydi. (Usakhgil, 2017: 257).

13 Tam adi Kaspar B. Kayseryan (Kaisserian) olarak gegmektedir (Tatlisu, 2021: 30; Yildirim, 2019: 29). Kaspar Efendi,
1860 yilinda Kayseri’de dogmus, 1879 tarihinde istanbul’a gelmisti. Kaspar Efendi’nin Bayezid tramvay duraginda actig
bir kitapgi ile Osmanli basim ve yayin tarihindeki yolculuguna basladigi belirtilmektedir (Birinci, 1995: 30). Kaspar Efendi,
Ermeni dili ve edebiyati hakkinda kaleme aldigi eserleri ile taninan romanci Artin Kayseryan’in kardesidir (Deveci Bozkus,
2020: 126).
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Karabet Kesisyan, Usakligil'in dolayli yoldan bahsettigi arz eksikliginden
faydalanarak yiikselmisti. Onunla ayni donemde diger Ermenilerden de matbaacilik isine
girenler olmustu. 1899 yilinda Osmanli’da aktif olarak ¢alisan 90 matbaadan 32 tanesi
Ermenilere, 23 tanesi Tiirklere ve 15 tanesi ise Rumlara aitti. Ozetle, Osmanli’daki diger
topluluklar matbaa isi ile pek ilgilenmiyordu veya ¢ok az isletmeye sahiplerdi (Deveci
Bozkus, 2020a: 116). Bu durum, matbaacilik isine yonelen Ermeni matbaacilarin kisa stirede
kendilerini gelistirmelerine ve yiikselmelerine alan tanidi. Karabet Kesisyan bu donemde
ylikselen Ermeni matbaacilardan Kaspar Efendi (d. 1860 — 6. 1894) ile birleserek, “Karabet
ve Kaspar Matbaasi'ni kurdular (Tatlisu, 2021: 125). Ikili beraber matbaa kurmadan 6nce
taninmus kisilerdi. Kaspar Efendi tipki Kesisyan gibi gazete dagiticilig1 yapmis, “Tedrisat
Kiitiiphanesi” adinda bir kitapgi agmisti. Bunun yani sira donemin 6nemli ¢ocuk egitimi
dergilerinden biri olan “Maarif Mecmuas1” adli dergi Kaspar’in matbaasinda basilmaisti.
Karabet Kesisyan ise “Mektep” ve Resimli Gazete dergilerinde imtiyaz sahibi olarak
taninmis bir kisiydi (Birinci, 1995: 32; Coruk, 2006: 418; Shichk, 2011: 200). Buna ek olarak
Kesisyan'in donemin sultani II. Abdiilhamid ile de aras1 iyiydi. 1876 yilinda Sultanin tahta
cikisini takiben padisahin kiitiiphanesine 71 tane kitap hediye etmisti (Tatlisu, 2021: 125).
Osmanli edebiyat camiasinda niifuz sahibi olan bu iki adam, beraber kurduklari ve bir siire
beraber yiiriittiikleri bu matbaada 229 adet kitap basmaislardi (Shichk, 2011: 200).

Karabet ve Kaspar Efendiler matbaacilik faaliyetleri ile yalnizca ticari agidan
ilgilenmiyorlar, edebiyata da katkida bulunmak istiyorlardi. Bu sebeple, matbaalarinda
bastirdiklar: kitaplar i¢in konularina gore tasniflenmis bir fihrist hazirlamislard: (Tatlisu,
2021: 131). Fihristin mukaddime boéliimiinde, tasrada yasayan okuyucular: neyi, hangi
sirayla okuyacaklarini bilmedikleri, hangi kitabin nerede oldugundan habersiz oldugu
anlatilmis, okuyuculara yardimci olmak i¢in bir rehbere ihtiya¢ duyuldugu su sozlerle ifade
edilmistir:

...Medeniyet ve saadet olan fiinun (fenler) ve maarifin tahsiline her tarafca sa’y (¢aba)
ve gayret olunmakta oldugu ulum (bilimler) ve fiinun ve edebiyata dair her nevi
(gesit) kitab ve resailin (risaelerin) 6teden beri ve bilhassa uzman nazarinda fevkalade
revag (gecerli, degerli) bulmasiyla istidlal (¢ikarim) olunur.

Mekatib-i aliye’ye malik olan biiyiik sehirlerde tahsil-i maarif igin vesait (arag)
mevcud oldugu gibi kendi kendine tahsil ile ugrasmak isteyenler dahi kolaylikla care
ve rehber bulabilirler. Halbuki tasralarin hali boyle olmayip tahsile sa’y edenler ne
yolda ise baslayacaklarini ve sonra ne cins kitap okuyacaklarini bilmezler. Bu defa
aczleri kariin-i kiram haziratina bir hidmet-i ciiz’iyye olmak {izere her smif ahaliye
elverisli asarlardan (eserlerden) yiiz elli kadarinin miindericatindan (igeriginden)
dahi malumat (bilgi) vererek isbu fihristte nesreyledik (Karabet ve Kaspar Matbaasi,
1303: 2). (Ek. 1).

Metinden anlasilacag1 tizere Karabet ve Kaspar efendilerin Osmanli matbaasini
gelistirmeye yonelik ciddi bir ¢abalar1 vardi. Donemin sartlar1 ve Osmanh yaymcilik
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sektoriiniin durumu goz oniine alindiginda, Kesisyan'in ve Kaspar Efendi'nin ¢abalarinin

kayda deger oldugu soylenebilir.

Kesisyan ve Kaspar Efendi'nin, beraber kurduklar1 matbaadaki yolculuklari, 1889
yilina kadar ortak fikir alisverisi ve cesitli alanlardaki yayinlar ile devam etmisti. 1889 yili
ile beraber Kesisyan ve Kaspar’in farkli alanlara yoneldigi fakat Bab-1 Ali’deki matbaanin
isminin kisa bir siire ayn1 kaldig1 daha sonra ise Kesisyan'in ayr bir kiitiiphane acarak
“Karabet Matbaas1” ad1 ile calismalarina devam ettigi belirtilmektedir (Tathisu, 2021: 134)
Schick (2011) calismasinda, Karabet Kesisyan'in, egitim-0gretim sisteminde yasanan
merkeziyet¢i degisim, metot degisimleri ve ders kitabr basimmin yayginlasmasi sonrasi
ders kitaplarina daha fazla ihtiya¢ duyulacagini diistindiigii icin ders kitab1 basimina
yoneldigini belirtmektedir. Kaspar Efendinin ise roman tiiriine yonelerek edebiyat alaninda
calismalarim yirittigini belirtmistir (205). Kaspar Efendi bir siire sonra 23 Subat 1894
tarihinde hayata veda etmigtir (Birinci, 1995). ki matbaacinin ayriliklarindan sonra
Kesisyan'in ders kitab1 basimina yonelmesi, onun Osmanli donemi tarih egitimine olan
katkilarinin goriiniir hale gelmesini saglamisti. ilerleyen yillarda, kendisi dogrudan
dogruya bir ders kitab1 hazirlamasa da matbaasinda ¢ok sayida ders kitab1 bastirmis ve
girisimleri sonucunda basilan tarih atlaslari, haritalar ve dergiler ile Osmanli donemi tarih
egitimine destek verdigi bu arastirma kapsaminda incelenen arsiv dokiimanlar1 ve yan
kaynaklar vasitasi ile tespit edilmistir. Bununla beraber Tevfik (1911) calismasinda,
Kesisyan'in ders kitaplarmin ve diger ders materyallerinin hazirlanmas: siirecinde en az
diger yazarlar kadar etkili oldugundan bahsetmistir (235). Kesisyan'a benzer olarak ders
kitaplar: ve tarih egitimi ile dogrudan veya dolayli olarak alakasi olan farkli Ermeniler de
vardir.* Bununla beraber Kesisyan hakkinda yapilan c¢alismalarin az sayida olmas: ve
Kesisyan'in tarih egitimine katkilarina dikkat ¢eken bir arastirma olmamasi sebebiyle bu
arastirmada Karabet Kesisyan merkeze alinmstir.

Karabet ve Kaspar Matbaasi’'nda basilan ders kitaplarimin isimlerinin yazdigy,
alanlarinin ve basim tarihlerinin belirtildigi 1303 tarihli fihrist ve Kesisyanin mdtistakil
olarak actig1 Kaspar Matbaasi'nin faaliyetleri hakkinda yapilan arastirmalar incelendiginde
Karabet Kesisyan'in 1889-1910 tarihleri arasinda yaklasik 406 kitabin bastirdigi, bu
kitaplardan 52 adetinin tarih alaninda, 14 adedinin ise 6grenme teknikleri alaninda oldugu
gozlemlenmistir. Matbaada en fazla basilan kitabin tarih alaninda oldugu, tarih alaninda
bastirilan kitaplarin ise biiyiik bir boliimiiniin ders kitab1 oldugu tespit edilmistir. Matbaada
basilan diger kitaplar ve konular1 sunlardir: 23 cografya, 15 saglik, 26 hukuk, 17 ¢ocuk

14 By yazarlara Mihran Apikyan ve Diran Kelekyan 6érnek gésterilebilir. Mihran Apikyan, Osmanli Tiirkcesi ve grameri ile
alakali ders kitaplari kaleme almisti. Bu ders kitaplarindan bazilari sunlardir: Muhtasar Sarf-1 Osmani, Resimli Eksir-i
Alfeba-i Osmani, Elifba-y1 Osmani (Deveci Bozkus, 2021: 383). Diran Kelekyan ise Erkan-1 Harbiye Mektebi’nde siyasi
tarih derslerine girmis, “Ondokuzuncu Asirda Tarih-i Siyasi-i UmOmi” adli bir kitabi kaleme almisti (Deveci Bozkus, 2022:
13-16). Dénemin Ermeni yazarlari hakkinda daha fazla bilgi icin bkz: Deveci Bozkus, Y. (2020). XIX. Yiizyilda Osmanli
imparatorlugu’nda Ermeni entelektiieller. Ankara: Nobel.
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bakimi ve ev yonetimi, 31 edebiyat, 11 takvim, 37 kiraat, 10 ahlak, 42 dil bilgisi, 10 mantik,
44 fen bilimler, 6 tarim ve hayvancilik, 52 iktisat, 5 sozliik ve 12 diger tiirlerde kitap
bastirilmistir (Karabet ve Kaspar Matbaasi, 1303; Tathisu, 2021: 134; Tevfik, 1911: 235).
Kesisyan'in ders kitaplarina yonelik ¢abalar1 Tiirk egitim tarihi i¢in onemli bir dontim
noktasi olan Tanzimat donemine rastlamigtir. Bu donemde devlet ricali, egitimde yapilacak
yenilesme hareketlerine ciddi onem vermisti. 1839 Tanzimat Fermanui ile baglayan donemde,
riistiyeler ve belli bagl alanlarda meslek okullar1 agilmig, 6gretmen yetistirme faaliyetleri
one ¢ikmis, 1869 Maarif-i Umumiye nizamnamesi sonrasi okullarin sayilar1 arttirilarak
farkli niteliklerde okullar egitim sisteminde yer almisti (Hayta ve Unal, 2014, 142-143;
Somel, 2015: 123). Tiim bu gelismeler yasanirken bu okullar icin yeni kitaplar ve yan
kaynaklar gerekiyordu ve Kesisyan bastirdigi 406 adet kitap ile egitim sisteminin gelisimine
ciddi katki saglamisti. Tiim bu ¢abalar1 devlet katinda da fark edilmis olacak ki 1894 yilinda
kendisine mecidi nisan1 verilmisti (Devlet Arsivleri Baskanligt Osmanh Arsivi [BOA], 1311,
kutu: 51, gomlek: 42: 1). (Ek 2.). Bu nisanin yani sira “Umém Mekatib-i Askeriye ve
Miilkiye-i $ahane Kitabcis1” unvaniyla da onurlandirilmistir. Kesisyan’in aldigi bu unvan
ve nigsan1 veren Osmanl devletine karsilik olarak hayati boyunca emegini sunarak sayisiz
okul kitab1 bastirdig1 belirtilmektedir (Tatlisu, 2021: 126-128). Kesisyan'in hayati ile ilgili az
sayida calismadan alinan tim bu bilgilerden yola ¢ikarak, Kesisyan'in donemin
Osmanlicilik anlayisina uygun olarak yasayan bir Osmanli vatandas: olarak on plana ¢iktig1
sOylenebilir. Nitekim, Kesisyan'in vefatinin ardindan Riza Tevfik (Boliikbasi) tarafindan
onu anlatmak icin bir yazi hazirlamis ve bu yazida onu “iyi bir Osmanli” olarak tanimlamus,
“evinde Tiirkce soylenir, Tiirkce yasanird:,” demisti (Tevfik, 1911: 236). Bunlara ek olarak
Schick (2011) tarafindan hazirlanan ¢alismada Kesisyan'in mizah ile alakali yayinlarla da
ilgili oldugu ve “muzir nesriyat”'> alaninda yayinlar bastiran matbaacilardan biri oldugu
ifade edilmistir (200).

Bu arastirmada giris kisminda hakkinda kisaca bilgi verilmis olan Karabet
Kesisyan'mm Osmanli matbaasina ve Osmanli egitim sistemine katkilar1 goéz Oniine
alindiginda Tiirk egitim tarihinde rol oynayan bir kisi olmasindan hareketle litaratiirden ve
arsivden faydalanarak Kesisyan’in tarih egitimine katkilar1 ve tarih egitimini gelistirmeye
yonelik ¢abalarmin neler oldugunu sorusu akillara gelmektedir. Arastirmanin problem
ciimlesi: “Karabet Kesisyan'in tarih egitimine katkilar1 nelerdir?” Seklindedir. Bu
arastirmayla Osmanli doneminin 6énemli matbaacilarindan biri olan Karabet Kesisyan'in
matbaasinda basilan tarih dersi materyalleri {izerinden tarih egitiminin gelisimine yaptig1

katkilar1 ortaya ¢ikarmak amaglanmistir. Arastirma adlar1 evren ve 6rneklem boliimiinde

15 “Muzir nesriyat” ifadesi Osmanl déneminde ve Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin erken dénemlerinde mistehcen oldugu
gerekgesi ile cocuklari etkileyecegi belirtilerek yasaklanan eserlere verilen addir. 1l. Abdilhamid doneminde muzir
nesriyat ile yogun bir sekilde miicadele edildigi belirtilmektedir. Bununla beraber Il. Abdilhamid’in déneminde “muzir
nesriyat” ile alakasi olmayan eserlerin de “muzir nesriyat” olarak degerlendirilerek yasaklanildig! ifade edilmektedir
(Eliagik, 2009). Il. Abdiilhamid dénemi muzir nesriyat politikalari hakkinda daha fazla bilgi icin bkz. Eliagik, M. (2009).
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verilmis olan dokiimanlarla sinirlidir. Argsivden ulasilan dokiimanlar analiz edilmis, cesitli

kategorilerle bulgular ortaya konulmustur. Arastirmanin alt problemleri sunlardir:

e Karabet Kesisyan'in matbaasinda bastirilan tarih ders kitaplarinin tasarimlar: ve
genel Ozellikleri nelerdir?

e Karabet Kesisyan'm matbaasinda bastirilan haritalarin tasarimlar1 ve genel
ozellikleri nelerdir?

e Karabet Kesisyan'in matbaasinda bastirilan atlaslarin tasarimlar: ve genel 6zellikleri
nelerdir?

e Karabet Kesisyan'in imtiyaz sahibi oldugu “mektep” dergisi ve bu dergide yer alan
tarih egitimi yazilar1 hakkinda neler soylenebilir.

Yontem

Arastirmanin Deseni

Arastirmada yontem olarak, nitel arastirma tekniklerinden dokiiman analizi teknigi
kullanilmistir. Dokiiman analizi deseni, arastirilmasi hedeflenen olay ve olgularin hakkinda
toplanan yazili ve gorsel materyallerin derinlemesine analizini kapsar, boylece incelenen
materyaller vasitasi ile incelenen konu hakkinda net bir sav veya sonug¢ olusturulabilir
(Yildirim ve Simsek, 2021: 189). Bu baglamda ¢alismada Karabet Kesisyan'in tarih egitimine
katkilar1 incelendiginden, konu hakkinda yazilmis olan yazili materyallere basvurulmus,
Karabet Kesisyan'in Osmanli donemi tarih egitimine katkilar: detayh bir sekilde incelenmis
biitiinciil bir yaklagimla da veriler ortaya konulmustur. Calisma, arsiv ve dokiimanlar ile

hazirlandigindan etik kurul onay1 gerektirmemektedir.
Calisma Grubu

Arastirmada incelenen dokiimanlar, Karabet ve Kaspar matbaas: kataloglarindan,
Milli Kitiiphane kataloglarindan, Ferit Ragip Tuncor Arsivi katalogundan ve Devlet
Arsivleri kataloglarindan, Kesisyan'in matbaasindaki eserlerin yaklasimlarini temsil etmesi
icin segilerek almmuistir. Tabloda gosterilen siuf ve okul bilgileri ilgili kitaplarin kapak
sayfalarindan ve ilgili arastirmalardan alinmistir. Mektep dergisinin tiim niishasinin
alinmasina izin verilmemis, bu sebeple tarih egitimi ve diger baglantili konular ile alakal

niishalar1 alinmis, erisilen niishalardaki tam sayfa sayilarina ulasilamamuistur.
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Tablo 1

Incelenen Dokiimanlar?e

Dokiiman ad1 Yazari veya  Tiirii Diizey ve sitmif C S Yili S.S.
Editorii
Bab1 Ali caddesinde karabet - - - - - 1886 38
ve Kasparin 25 numarali
kiitiiphanesi hesabina tab
olunan kitaplarin fihristi
Fezleke-i Tarih-i Devleti Abdurrahma Ders idadi (-) - - 1901 224
Osmaniye n Seref Kitab1
Fezleke-i Tarihi Umumi Ali Tevfik Ders Idadi (1. sinif) 1 - 1891 186
Kitab1
Fezleke-i Tarih-i Umumi: Ali Tevfik Ders Idadi (2. sinif) 2 - 1893 204
Tarih-i Kurun-u Ahire Kitab:
Fezleke-i Tarih-i Umumi: Ali Tevfik Ders Idadi (2. sinif) 3 - 1900 194
Tarih-i Kurun-u Vusta Kitab:
Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye Abdurrahma Ders Idadi (1. sinif) 1 1891 363
n Seref Kitab1
Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye Abdurrahma Ders Idadi (2. smif) 2 - 1894 498
n Seref Kitab1
Tarih-i Enbiya ve Islam Halil Vahid = Ders Idadi ve Riigtiye - - 1909 176
Kitab1 (1. smif)
Ceb Atlas1 Mehmed Atlas Mekteb-i - - 1908 155
Celal Tibbiye’yi
Sahane (-)
Tarih-i Osmani Haritalar1 Ibniil Cevad  Tarih Ristiye (-) - - 1911 22
Efdaleddin Atlas1
Tekiner
Mektep Karabet Dergi Idadi ve Riistiye 1 2 1891 -
Kesigyan
Mektep Karabet Dergi Idadi ve Riistiye 1 41 1892 -
Kesisyan
Mektep Karabet Dergi Idadi ve Riistiye 3 1 1894 -
Kesisyan
Mektep Karabet Dergi Idadi ve Riistiye 3 12 1894 -
Kesisyan
Mektep Karabet Dergi Idadi ve Riistiye 3 19 1894 -
Kesisyan
Mektep Karabet Dergi Idadi ve Riistiye 4 34 1895 -
Kesisyan
16 Tabloda bulunan kisaltmalar ve anlamlari sunlardir: S.S.: sayfa sayisi, C: cilt, S: say.
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Verilerin Toplamasi ve Analizi

Arastirmada verilerin toplanmas: siirecinde dokiiman analizi, verilerin analizi
siirecinde ise igerik analizi deseninden faydalanilmistir. Dokiiman analizi kendi basina bir
nitel aragtirma yontemi olarak tanimlanmakla beraber, eylem arastirmasi ve durum
calismasi desenleri altinda veri toplama stirecinin bir pargas: olarak kullanilabilmektedir.
Bu ozelliginin yani sira dokiiman analizi, dogrudan metin, rapor, video vd. igeriklerle
baglantili oldugundan, verilerin analizi siirecinde igerik analizi yontemine uyum
saglamaktadir (Kiral, 2020: 182; Yildirirm ve Simsek: 72). Verilerin analizi sirasinda
kullanilan igerik analizi yontemi ise dokiimanlar aracihigi ile toplanan yazili ve gorsel
verilerin analiz edilmesine yardimci olup toplanan verilerin fotograf, sdylem, resim
seklinde kategoriler haline getirilerek ¢ozlimleme ve derinlemesine inceleme imkani
sunmaktadir (Silverman, 2006: 159-163). Arastirma siirecinde verilerden elde edilen
analizler ve sonuglar alan uzmanlar1 tarafindan sinanmus, verilerin toplandig1 dokiimanlar
yine uzmanlar tarafindan incelenmis ve siire¢ boyunca uzman goriisiine bagvurulmustur.
Boylece aragtirmanin i¢ giivenirliligi saglanmistir (Merriam & Greiner, 2019: 27).

Bulgular

Bu béliimde arastirmada elde edilen bulgular paylasilmistir. Elde edilen bulgular
dort ana baglikta incelenmis, matbaadaki tarih dersine yardimci materyallerin genel
durumu hakkinda bulgular, tarih ders kitaplarinin igerigi hakkinda bulgular, matbaada
basilan harita ve atlaslar hakkinda elde edilen bulgular, matbaada basilan mektep
mecmuasl hakkinda bulgular ayr1 ayr1 incelenmistir

Karabet ve Kesisyan’in Matbaasinda Bastirilan Tarih Dersi Materyalleri Hakkinda
Bulgular

Arastirmanin giris boliimiinde belirtildigi tizere Kesisyan'in matbaasinda tarih dersi
icin ¢ok sayida kitap basilmistir. Bu kitaplarin yaninda tarih 6gretimi ile alakal atlaslar,
haritalar ve dergilerin de basildig1 gozlemlenmistir. Karabet matbaasimin kataloglarindan
ve diger kaynaklardan alinan bilgilere gore tarih alaninda 56 tarih ders kitabi, 25 tarih kitabs,
1 atlas, 1 harita, 34 fasikiil dergi bulunmustur. Matbaada basilan tarih tiirtindeki eserlerin
dagilimi oranlar1 Sekil 1’de sunulmustur.
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Sekil 1

Karabet ve Kaspar Matbaasinda Basilan Tarih Dersi Materyallerinin Tiirlerine Gore
Dagilim1"”

Atlas, 2%
Harita

Tarih Kitab

M Tarih Ders Kitabi B Tarih Kitabi Bl Harita . Atlas M Dergi

Bu bilgilere ek olarak incelenen tarih dersi materyallerinin alanlarina gore dagilimi
ile alakali da verilere ulasilmistir. Matbaada diinya tarihi alaninda 14 eser, Osmanl tarihi
alaninda 6 eser, islam tarihi alaninda 4 eser, tarih egitimi, Avrupa tarihi, doga tarihi
alaninda ise birer tane eser bulunmustur. Matbaada basilan tarih dersi materyallerinin
alanlarina gore oranlar1 Sekil 2’de sunulmustur.

Sekil 2

Tarih dersi materyallerinin alanlarma gore Karabet matbaasi eserleri

B Diinya Tarihi ® Osmanh Tarihi islam Tarihi

Egitim Tarihi B Avrupa Tarihi B Doga Tarihi

Karabet Kesisyan Matbaasinda Bastirilan Tasarimlar1 ve Ozellikleri Hakkinda Bulgular

Bu boliimde Kesisyan'in matbaasinda basilan tarih ders kitaplar1 hakkinda analizler
sunulacaktir. Analiz siirecinde, ders kitaplarinda bulunan birbiri ile baglantili ve orijinal
ozellikler esas alinmis, boylece matbaanin ders kitab1 basiminda belli bir politikasmnin olup

17 Bu grafikte gosterilen dokiimanlar, karabet ve Kaspar matbaasi kataloglarindan, milli kiitiiphane kataloglarindan,

millet kitliphanesi kataloglarindan ve devlet arsivleri kataloglarindan bulunmustur. Dokiimanlarin sayimi yapilirken
tekrar basimlari da sayilmistir.
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olmadig1 sorgulanmistir. Arastirmada Kesisyan’in tarih egitimine katkilarini 6l¢gmek icin
Kesisyan'in matbaasinda basilan 7 adet ders kitabimin igerigi incelenmistir. Bu ders
kitaplari, Kesisyan'in ve matbaasinin basim tarzini ve igeriklerini temsil etmesi agisindan
rastgele secilmistir. Segilen ders kitaplar: sunlardir: Fezleke-i Tarih-i Devleti Osmaniye ders
kitabi, Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye ders kitabinin birinci ve ikinci cildi, Fezleke-i Tarihi
Umumi ve bu ders kitabinin devami niteliginde olan diger iki cildi, Tarih-i Enbiya ve Islam
ders kitabidir. Adlar1 verilen ders kitaplarinin genel 6zellikleri sunlardir:

e TFezleke-i Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye!® adli ders kitabi, 1318 ve 1749 yillar1 arasinm
aktarmakta ve sonug, giris boltimleri haricinde 4 tiniteden olusmaktadir. Unitelerde
tarihi araliklar padisahlara gore segilmemis farkli bir tasnif uygulanarak yil
araliklarina gore dagitilmistir. Ornegin, 1. Unite, 1318 yilindan 1402 yili Ankara
Savasi'na kadar devam etmekte, bu iinitenin son bolimii ise Kosova Savasi ve
sonrasinda Yildirim Bayezid’in tahta ¢ikisindan, Ankara Savasi ile Fetret Devri'ne
girilmesine kadar olan aralig1 anlatmaktadir. Bir sonraki tinitede ise 1402 y1l1 Ankara
Savasi’nin hemen sonrasinin aktarilmas: ile baslamakta, 1512 yilinda Sultan IL
Bayezid’in tahta ge¢mesi ile sona ermektedir (Seref, 1900: 15-22). Matbaa tarafindan
basilan tiim ders kitaplarinda bu tinite sistemi kullanilmaistir.

e Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye adli ders kitabimin ilk cildi, dort {initeden olusmakta, ilk
ti¢ tinitede 1327 yil1 ile baslamakta 1595 yilinda III. Mehmed’in tahta ¢ikisina kadar
olan tarihi olaylar anlatilmaktadir. Son iinitede ise Osmanli Devleti'nin 1595 yilina
kadar olan idari, ekonomik ve sosyal yapisi, “tegkilat ve nizamat, derece-i maarif ve
sanayi” adli bir {inite ile aktarilmaktadir (Seref, 1900, Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye, c.1:
270-272). Bu ders kitabinin ikinci cildi ise ilk ders kitab1 ile ayni konseptte olmakla
beraber, 1595 yilindan 1774 yili Kiiciik Kaynarca antlasmasina kadar devam
etmektedir (Seref, 1900, Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye c.2).

e Fezleke-i Tarih-i Umumi adli ders kitabinin ¢ cildinde ise diinya tarihi bashg:
altinda Avrupa ve Ortadogu’nun tarihi anlatilmakta, {1k cildinde ii¢ Ibrahimi dinin
peygamberi olduguna inanilan Adem peygamberin diinyaya gelisinden baslayarak,
flk Cag ve Ik Cag oncesi olaylar Islam kaynaklari esas alinarak anlatilmaktadir.
Ikinci cildinde, Roma Imparatorlugu’nun ikiye béliinmesinden baglayarak, Orta Cag
déneminde yasanan olaylar aktarilmis, son cilt ise “Istanbul’un fethinden giincel
tarihe kadar” yasanan tarihi olaylar1 anlatmaktadir (Tevfik, 1894: 5; Tevfik, 1896: §;
Tevfik, 1896 c. 3: 6).

e Tarih-i Enbiya ve Islam adli ders kitab ise yedi kisa {initeden olugsmakta her bir
{initede yazarm “fasil” olarak niteledigi béliimler yer almaktadir. Unitelerde Adem
Peygamber’in yaratilisi ve Diinya’ya gonderilisi, Ibrahimi dinlerde gecen Nuh
Peygamber’in hayati ve Nuh’un gemisi, Islam’m yayilmasindan énceki dénemde

18 By kitap, Mehmet Sait Karacorlu tarafindan Tirkceye cevrilmis, transkript edilmis ve sadelestirilmistir. Karagorlu
hazirladigi ceviride herhangi bir yoruma yer vermemis yalnizca giris béliminde Abdurrahman Seref Bey’in hayatindan
bahsettigi bir 6ns6z kaleme almistir. Bu eserde, orijinal eserin her bir sayfasi ikiye béliinerek aktarilmis, bir sayfada eserin
Osmanlica harfleriyle yansitildigi orijinal bélimine, diger sayfanin bir bolimine ise eserin giinimiz Tirkgesine
uyarlanmis hali yer almis, diger bolimine ise gevrilmis fakat sadelestirilmemis hali yer almistir (Karagorlu, 2017).
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Arap Yarimadasi ve diinyanin genel hali, son olarak Peygamber’in hayati, Islam'in
yayilmasi ve dort halife donemi anlatilmist: (Vahid, 1909).

Karabet ve Kaspar matbaasinin ve daha sonra Kesisyan'in tek basma yonettigi
Karabet matbaasiin ders kitaplari ile alakal: tespit edilen ilk karakteristik 6zellik, kitaplarin
i¢ ve dig ciltlerinde yer alan kabartma gorsellerdir. Bu gorseller, tipki modern ders kitabinda
oldugu gibi 6grencilerin dikkatini cekecek ve konu ile alakali gorsellerdir. Ornegin, diinya
tarihi ile ilgili Fezleke-i Tarihi Umumi ders kitabinda, kirmizi zemin {izerine bir yerkiire
sekli eklenmis, seklin gevresi cesitli gigcekler ve siislemelerle donatilmigtir (Tevfik, 1896). Bir
baska ders kitab1 olan Fezleke-i Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye'nin cildinde ise Osmanh
devletinin armasina yer verilmis, 6nceki ders kitabinda oldugu gibi cigek siislemeleri ile
donatilmis ve bir ¢ergevenin igerisine alinmistir (Seref, 1900). Ders kitaplarinda dis kapakta
oldugu gibi i¢ kapakta da gorsellere yer verilmis, Fezleke-i Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye adl1
ders kitabinda, parsomenler, tiiy kalemler ve teleskoplar ile gevrili bir yerkiire sekli i¢
kapagin en iist kisminda yer almus, kitap ile ilgili bilgilerin yer aldig1 kiinye boliimii cergeve
i¢ine alinmustir (Ek C). Islam tarihi ile alakal1 "Tarihi Islam" adl1 ders kitabinin i¢ kapaginda
ise Islam peygamberi Muhammed'i temsilen bir giil ¢izimine ve kiigiik bir Kur’an gizimine
yer verilmistir (Vahid, 1909).

Sekil 3

Yerkiire sekli, Osmanli Devleti'nin Armasi, Giil Sembolii*®

Ders kitaplarinda dis tasarimin da igerik gibi 6nemli oldugu diistiniilmektedir.
Karabet Matbaasi’'nin, donemin sartlar1 goz oniine alindiginda kitaplar1 daha ilgi cekici
kilmak icin gerekli ¢abay1 gosterdigi soylenebilir. Kitaplarin ciltlenmesi ve kullanilan
kagitlar ile ilgili olarak herhangi bir somut bulguya ulasilamamistir. Kitaplarin cogu Ankara
ili yazma eserler miidiirliigiintin personelleri tarafindan arastirmacilara dijital olarak
ulagtirilmustir. Tlgili kitaplardan yalnizca iki tanesi fiziksel olarak gozlemlenebilmistir. Bu
kitaplarin da ciltlerinin yirtilmadig1 ve sayfalariin, kitaplarin yasina gore saglam oldugu
gozlemlenmistir.

Kitaplarin igerikleri incelendiginde ise bu kitaplarin ayn: donemde yazilan diger ders
kitaplarma benzer olarak, heyecan yaratici ifadeler, hamasi ctimleler ve miibalagalar
icerdigi gozlemlenmis, XX. Yiizy1l'in baslarinda basilan bazi tarih ders kitaplarina benzer

19 Kapak sayfalari gosterilen kitaplarin kiinyeleri sunlardir: Vahid, H. (1909). Tarih-i enbiya ve islam. istanbul: Karabet ve

Kaspar. Tevfik, A. (1896). Fezleke-i tarih-i umumi. istanbul: Karabet ve Kaspar. Seref, A. (1900). Tarih-i devleti Osmaniyye
(cilt 1). istanbul: Karabet.
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olarak, bu kitaplarda da dipnotlara ve ilave agiklamalara yer verildigi tespit edilmistir
(Seref, 1900: 84; Tevfik, 1894: 10; Vahid, 1909: 14). Ayrica kitaplarin genelinde Ingilizce veya
yabanci dilde kelimeler miimkiin oldukga parantez igerisinde telaffuzlar: ile verilmistir.
Kitaplarin dil ve anlatim tarzlari, birbirine benzer olsa da dil ve tslup kitaptan kitaba
degisiklik gostermektedir. Bir kitapta oldukca yalin ve sade bir dil kullanilirken, bir bagka
kitaba bakildiginda ise ¢cok agir bir dil kullanildig1 gortilmistiir.

Tarih-i Umumi ders kitabinin Avrupa tarihi ile alakali boliimiinde, 1792 Fransiz
ulusal kongresinin (convention nationale) toplanmasina deginilmis, kongrenin ardindan
1793 Fransiz anayasasina giden yol su climlelerle anlatilmistir: “Bir miiddet miizakere
icinde idare olan cumhuriyet, Marat ve Danton ve Robespierre’in taht niifuzuna ge¢mesiyle,
Fransa’y1 tehdide kiyam (kalkisan) eden devletler aleyhine asker sevk olunmakta ve diger
taraftan binlerce kesan (kisi) katl ve telef edilmekte idi” (Tevfik, 1896: 36). Halil Vahid
tarafindan hazirlanan Tarih-i Enbiya ve Islam adli ders kitabinda, Adem peygamber
hakkinda hazirlanan bir metnin giris boliimii de soyledir: “Cenab-1 hak, yer yiiziinde ilk
insan olarak topraktan Hz. Adem (A.S.)'1 yaratt1 ve cesedine ruh verdi. Biitiin maliklerin de
secde etmesini emir buyurdu. Bu emre kibir ve hasetten dolay1 yalniz iblis itaat etmedi ve
huzuru haktan kovuldu” (Vahid, 1909: 6). Bu metinlerde olduk¢a sade, Osmanlica alfabe
bilen herhangi bir kisinin anlayacagi bir dil kullanilmistir.

Buna karsin, Abdurrahman Seref tarafindan yazilan Fezleke-i Tarihi Devlet-i
Osmaniye adl1 ders kitabinin bir boliimiinde kullanilan ctimleler ise soyledir: “Padisah, yeni
makamin ¢ogalma zaruretleri ile ugrasiyordu. Bu esnada Haremde, miiltezem (6nemli)
olmaya meyilli kadinlar, etemm (kusursuz) iken, herkes muntezir (bekliyorken) ve dil-gtisa
(hos sohbet) iken birdenbire ifratlar1 (asiriliklari) gelmisti (Seref, 1900: 80). Ayni kitapta
farkli bir olay olan Mora’nin fethedilmesi su sozlerle anlatilmaktadir: “Simalden (kuzeyden)
Mora’ya hiicumu men (engellemek) i¢in Hiikkam-1 Yunaniye Giirdiis (Korintos) berrahne
(sehrine) arzan (enine) bastan basa set ¢ekmislerdi ve isbu duvar-1 cesim Germehisar
tesmiye olunmus (ismi verilmis) idi (Seref’ten aktaran Karagorlu, 2017: 32). Gorildugu
tizere diger iki metinden farkli olarak bu metinde daha agir bir dil kullanilmistir. Bu durum
hazirlanan ders kitaplarinin igerik acisindan ortak bir standart tasimadiginin gostergesi
olabilir.

Ders kitaplarmin geneline bakildiginda, ciltleme ve iinitelere bolme haricinde pek
fazla ortak ve orijinal Ozellik goriilmemektedir. Ayrica ders kitaplarinda siislemeler
haricinde sekillere ve haritalara yer verilmedigi tespit edilmistir.

Kesisyan'in Matbaasinda Bastirilan Haritalar ve Atlaslarin Tasarimlar1 ve Ozellikleri
Hakkinda Bulgular:

Karabet Kesisyan matbaasinda atlaslara ve haritalara da yer verildigi gortilmektedir.
Tathisu (2021), Kesisyan'in ders kitaplarina yardimc kaynaklar i¢in Avrupa’dan gorsel
materyaller temin ettigi, bu materyaller sayesinde atlaslar bastirip, cetvelli kitaplar
hazirlattigini belirtmistir. Tiirkiye'deki aktif kiitiiphanelerin kataloglar1 incelendiginde,
Karabet Matbaasi tarafindan farkl tarihlerde bastirilmis ii¢ atlas ve bir adet harita tespit
edilmistir. Bu gorsel kaynaklardan, ibnii'l Cevad Efdaleddin Tekiner tarafindan hazirlanan
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“Tarihi Osmani Haritalar1” adli eser, Mehmet Celal tarafindan kaleme alinan “Ceb Atlas1”
adli eser ve Karabet Matbaasi tarafindan hazirlanan “Boyal1 Avrupa-yi Osmani” adl1 harita
secilerek, bu haritalar hakkinda degerlendirmeler yapilmistir. Arastirmanin bu béliimiinde,
bahsedilen eserler hakkinda elde edilen bulgulara yer verilmistir.

Devlet arsivleri bagkanligindan alman verilere gore, Kesisyan'in bilinmeyen bir
tarihte bir tarih atlas1 bastirmak igin izin istedigi, bu atlasin riistiye mekteplerinin seviyesine
gore diizenlenmis oldugu ve tarih derslerine yardimc bir kaynak olmasi amaciyla
hazirlandi8: tespit edilmistir (Devlet Arsivleri Baskanligi Osmanh Arsivi [BOA], ?, kutu: 60,
gomlek: 108: 2).2 Bu tarih atlasinin Ibnii’l Cevad Efdaleddin Tekiner tarafindan 1911 (1327)
yilinda hazirlanan atlas oldugu diistiniilmektedir. “Tarih-i Osmani Haritalar1” (Ek 5.) isimli
atlas Osmanl Devleti'nin yillara gore degisen simirlarini, kronolojik olarak agiklamali ve
ayrintili bir sekilde vermektedir. Ozlii ve Uziim (2020) atlas ile yaptiklari arastirmada, eserin
kapsaminin Osmanli'nmin kurulus dénemi sinirlarindan XIX. Yiizyil sonlarina girilirken
sahip oldugu sinirlara kadar ilerledigini belirtmektedirler (184). Efdaleddin Tekiner’in atlas:
klasik bir tarih atlasinda oldugu gibi olaylar1 kronolojik bir bigimde vererek, haritalar
{izerinden anlatim yapmistir. Ornegin, atlasta 93 harbi sonrasi imzalanan ve kisa siire
yuriirlitkte kalan Ayastefanos antlasmasi (1878) sonrasit Osmanli — Rus smirlar1 ve Rus
Imparatorluguna verilen Kars, Ardahan ve Batum vilayetleri su sekilde gosterilmektedir
(Tekiner, 1324: 20).

Sekil 4

Efdaleddin’in atlasindan Ayastefanos Antlasmasi Sinirlar1 (Tekiner, 1910)

Atlasta yer alan metinlere bakildiginda, kullanilan ifadelerin genelinin subjektif
yorumlamalardan uzak, yalmizca tarihi olaylari belgelerde oldugu haliyle ifade etmeye
dayali, abartili anlatimlarin veya betimlemelerin yapilmadigy, ifadelerin riistiye seviyesine
uygun olacak sekilde yazildig1 gozlemlenmistir. Eserde sadece tarihi olaylara odaklanilmus,
cografi ve terimlere ve bilgilere gerekmedikge yer verilmemis, anlatilan tarihi olaylarda ise
detaylara ¢ok fazla girilmeden olay-sebep-sonug sirasiyla aktarilmis, sonraki asamada ise

20 By arsiv belgesinin giin, ay ve yil bilgileri arsiv kayitlarinda yer almamakta ve belgenin tizerinde yazmamaktadir. Bu
sebeple yil bolimiine soru isareti semboli eklenmistir.
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anlatilan tarihi olayin ardindan gelen veya sebep oldugu bir baska olaya deginilmistir.
Ornegin, Ayastefanos antlasmasindan Berlin kongresine gecis su sekildedir:

Rusya davetiyle agilan 1294 seferinde ugradigimiz miitetabi (birbiri ardina gelen)
hezimet hemen Rumeli kit'asinin (memleketinin) nisfina (yarisina) karib (yakin)
araziyi yed istilasina terk ettirmis idi. Bu kadar uzeym (kemik) zaiyat Rumeli’deki
beka siyasimizi tehdit etmis ve bu da Avrupa muvazene umumiyesine tesir etmis
oldugundan Berlin sehrinde akit olunan kongre ile gerekli degisiklik yapilmistir
(Tekiner, 1327: 20).

Bu metin vasitasi ile tarihi olay ile alakali kisa bir degerlendirme yapildig: ve
aktarilan tarihi olaymn Osmanli Devleti penceresinden, “ugradigimiz... siyasimiz...”
seklinde yazarin tarafini belli edecek ifadelerle anlatildig1 gozlemlenebilir. Bu anlatim tarzi,
giiniimiiz ders kitaplarinda da yer yer tespit edilen bir tarzdur.

Karabet Matbaasinda adi gegen tarih atlasinin yani sira 1908 yilinda (H: 1326)
Mehmed Celal tarafindan kaleme alinan ve “cep atlas1” adiyla gecen baska bir atlas daha
basilmistir. Efdaleddin Tekiner’in atlasinin aksine renkli haritalar iceren atlas, 3 boliimden
olusmaktadir. Birinci boliimde, atlasin riistiyelerdeki tarih ve cografya derslerine yardimc
olmak i¢in hazirlandig: bilgisi verilmis, atlasin nasil kullanilmas: gerektigi aciklanmustir.
Ikinci boliimde atlasta gosterilen devletlerin niifusu hakkinda bilgiler verilmis, &nemli
devletlerin tarihleri ve sosyolojik &zellikler dzetlenerek aktarilmistir. Ikinci bdliimde ise
anlatilan devletler, siyasi haritalar tizerinden gosterilmistir (Celal, 1908). Atlasta yer alan
siyasi haritalardan Avrupa siyasi haritasi asagidaki gibidir.

Sekil 5
Mehmet Celal Tarafindan Hazirlanan Atlasta Yer Alan Avrupa Haritas: (Celal, 1908)

Atlasta her bir kita i¢in ayr1 bir yer acilmisg, ayrica diinya haritasina yer verilmis, baz
onemli devletlerin haritalarina ayrica yer ayrilmis, Bat1 Avrupa, Balkanlar gibi bolgeler igin
ayr1 haritalara yer verilmis ve okyanuslar gosterilerek, okyanuslar hakkinda bilgiler
verilmistir. Atlasta yer alan haritalardan bazilar1 Sekil 6’da sunulmustur.
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Sekil 6

Soldan Saga Giliney Amerika Kitasi, Okyanusya ve Pasifik Okyanusunun Bir Boliimii,
Rumeli Bolgesi (Celal, 1908)

Atlasin ikinci boliimiinde yer alan gorseller bu sekildeyken atlasin ilk boliimiinde
yer alan metinler bu haritalardaki devletleri aciklayic niteliktedir. Ornegin atlasta irklarin
ozelliklerinin, yasadig1 yerlerin ve tarihlerinin anlatildig1 boliimde siyahiler su ciimleler
kullanilmisti: “Bu 1rk, Afrika’ya ve Avustralya’ya intisar etmis (yayilmis) olup renkleri
zeytuniden siyaha kadar tahvil eder. Saglar1 siyah ve umumen (genel olarak) kivircik
dudaklar1 kalin burunlar1 uruz (genis) ve kalindir. 1) Ash zenciler olup 60 milyon kadar
tahmin olunur. Afrika vasati ve simalinde sakindirler. En meghur kabileleri: Foulbés,
Haussas, Sontais, Niam Niam*“(Celal, 1908: 25). Metnin devaminda Afrikalilarin kabileler
arasindaki iligkileri hakkinda ¢ok fazla seyin bilinmedigini belirten Mehmed Celal, giiglii
bir devlete sahip olmadiklar:1 ve somiirge olduklarinin altim1 ¢izmistir. Atlasta irklarin
anlatimi Afrikalilarin anlatimina benzer sekilde hazirlanmistir. Irklarin anlatildig: bir baska
boliimde ise Hindulara da yer verilmis, Hindularin dini inanglar: su ctimlelerle anlatilmist::

Brahma mezhebi ile Fu ismindeki hakim (Tanr1) tarafindan ihdas edilmis olan buda
mezhebi arasinda bir dereceye kadar mukarenet (yakinlik) vardi. Buda mezhebi,
brahma mezhebinin en mithim esaslarindan birine teskil eden sinif taksimine razidir
ve salikiye 1slah1 ve tezkiye’yi nefis (nefsi arindirma) sayesinde badelmemat bir hayat
(6ltimden sonrasina odakli bir hayat) cavidani ve daima bilnefis (nefessiz, ¢cok yakin)
budaya takarriib imkanini vaad eder (Celal, 1908: 31).

Atlastaki soylemlere bakildiginda, kullanilan ifade tarzinin, Efdaleddin Tekiner’in
atlasina yakin sekilde anlasilir ve salt bilgiye dayali oldugu, Efdaleddin Tekiner’in
atlasindan daha farkli olarak, daha agik anlasilir ifadelere yer verildigi gozlemlenmistir.
Atlasta tarihi olaylara yer verilmekle beraber genel olarak cografi ve sosyolojik tespitler
kaleme alinmistir.

Karabet Kesisyan, bu boliimde bahsedilen atlas ve harita tarzi gorsel tarihi
kaynaklara oldukga ilgili oldugu ve bu tip kaynaklarin basimi igin kigisel girisimlerde
bulundugu bilinmektedir. Yukarida bilgisi verilen cep atlasina ek olarak bir de tarih
ogretimine katkida bulunmasi1 adma “Boyali Avrupa-y1 Osmani Haritas:” adli bir siyasi
haritanin Karabet Matbaasi tarafindan basildig ve riistiyelere dagitildig: tespit edilmistir
(Devlet Arsivleri Baskanligi Osmanli Arsivi [BOA], 1324, kutu: 948, gomlek: 30: 3). Bu harita,
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halka agik arsivlerde bulunamamis fakat bir miizayede evinin web sayfasinda? tespit
edilmistir. ﬂgili miizayede evi [zmir'de bulundugundan haritaya fiziki olarak
erisilememistir. Bu sebeple haritanin kagit kalitesi, gecen yillar icerisinde ne kadar
yiprandigr hakkinda tespitler yapilamamistir. Bununla beraber haritanin gorseline
ulagildigr igin gorsellikle alakali tespitler yapmak miimkiindiir. Ad1 gegen siyasi haritanin
balkanlar1 ve Dogu Avrupa’min bir kismini gostermektedir. Dikey bir yapida, yesil beyaz
pembe renklerden olugmaktadir. Klasik siyasi harita mantigina uygun olarak bagkentler ve
onemli yerler vurgulanmistir. Haritanin gorseli, telif haklar1 ile ilgili olusabilecek
problemler sebebiyle bu arastirmaya eklenmemistir. Harita, basildigi donemde renkli
haritalarin 6rneklerinin pek bulunmamasi ve Karabet Kesisyan’in kisisel ¢abalar1 sebebiyle
bastirilip dagitilmasi agisindan 6nemlidir ve bu sebeplerle arastirmaya eklenmistir.

Kesisyan Matbaas1 Tarafindan Bastirilan “Mektep” Mecmuas1 Hakkinda Bulgular

Mektep isimli mecmua Sultan II. Abdiilhamid doneminde, 1881-1898 yillar1 arasinda
toplamda 185 say1 yayinlanan egitici iceriklere sahip olan bir mecmuadir (Tiimer, 2003: 323).
Mektep Mecmuasi, idadi ve riistiye kademesinde oOgrenim goren Ogrenciler icin
hazirlanmis, mecmuanin igerigi ve kapsami, okullarda kullanilan egitim programlarina
uygun olacak sekilde diizenlenmisti (Timur, 2021: 46). Mektep mecmuasinda; tarih,
edebiyat, resim, seyahatnameler ve doga bilimleri ile alakali konular kaleme alinmigti
(Timur, 1995: 1-2). Bu igeriklere ek olarak derginin bir boliimiinde “ahlak” bashg: altinda
ogrencilere milli ve manevi duygular1 agilamaya calisan hikayelere yer verilmis, donemin
onemli yazarlarindan Ahmet Rasim, Mehmed Celal ve Hiiseyin Cahid beyler bu baslik
altinda hikayeler kaleme almislardi (U¢gman, 2004: 2). Bu yazilar bir nevi vatandaglik egitimi
girisimleri olarak yorumlanabilir.

Mektep dergisi, Karabet Kesisyanin matbaasinda basilmist1 ve Kesisyan derginin basim
islerinde imtiyaz sahibiydi (Timur, 1995: 2-4). Birinci (1977) calismasinda, mektep
mecmuasinin, icerik ve nesir bakimindan II. Abdiilhamid doneminin bilim, tarih ve
edebiyat dergileri arasinda one ¢iktigin1 ve donemin onemli dergilerinden biri haline
geldigini belirtmistir. Tiimer (2003) calismasinda, Mektep dergisinin bir ¢ocuk dergisi
olarak yayin hayatma bagladigin1 fakat zamanla Tiirk edebiyati tarihinde 6nemli bir yer
edinecek kadar miihim bir dergiye doniistiigiinti ve Tiirk edebiyatinda Servet-i Fiintin
donemine gegiste etkili olan yayinlardan biri oldugu ifade etmektedir (323). Ad1 gegen
mecmua, idadiler ve riistiyeler seviyesinde 0gretim programlarina uygun tarih yazilar
barindirmas1 ve edebiyat tarihi acisindan onemli bir yere sahip olmasi sebebiyle, tarih
Ogretimi ve egitim tarihi agisindan 6nemli bir yan kaynak olarak goriilerek bu arastirmaya
eklenmistir. Mecmuanin kapak sayfasi asagidaki gibidir (Mektep, 1894).

2l Haritanin fotografini gérmek icin bakiniz: https://www.bayrakmuzayede.com/osmanlica-harita-avrupayi-

osmani.html
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Sekil 7
Mektep Dergisi Mecmuasinin I¢ Kapagi (Mektep, 1894)
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Derginin ismi 6grencilerin ilgisini ¢cekebilecek tarzda hazirlanmis, bashig1 olusturan
Osmanlica harfleri temsil etmesi i¢in anahtar, sancak, ¢icek ve giil siisleri yerlestirilmistir.
Derginin girisinde “Padisahim ¢ok yasa” isimli bir siir bulunmaktadir. 1890 yilinda yayin
hayatina baslayan ve tam olarak ne kadar siire yayinlandig: tespit edilemeyen dergide tarih
dersi ve edebiyat ile alakal1 yazilarm yani sira Fransizca ve Farsga, sanat ve seyahat yazilari,
din ve ahlak hakkinda yazilar, saglik ve meslek egitimi hakkinda yazilar (kizlar icin dikis
nakis, erkekler i¢in sanayi ve atolyeler on plandadir) ve ayrica matematik, kimya, biyoloji
vd. fen bilimleri ile alakali yazilar bulunmaktadir (Timur, 1995). Derginin ulasilabilen
sayilar1 incelendiginde bu sayilarda somut veya soyut kavramlarda yogun bir gorsel
kullaniminin oldugu gdzlemlenmistir. Ornegin edebiyat, doga tarihi ve matematik
derslerinin arka arkaya siralandig1 iki sayfada doga tarihi dersinde, ziirafalarin
ozelliklerinin anlatildig1 bir metne yer verilmis, bu metnin hemen yanina bir ziirafa ¢izimi
eklenerek anlatim yapilmistir. Doga tarihi dersinden bir onceki edebiyat dersinde,
“kardesglerin barismas1” isimli bir kisa dykiiye yer verilmis, bu dykii barisan iki cocugu ve
babalarini gosteren ufak bir ¢izimle anlatilmistir. Doga tarihi dersinden sonraki matematik
dersinde ise geometrik sekillere yer verilmistir (Mektep, 1891: 37).
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Sekil 8

Soldan Saga “Kardeslerin Barismas1” Adli Metnin Gorseli, Ziirafa Gorseli, Bazi1 Geometrik
Sekiller (Mektep, 1891: 37)

.-I.’,b A28

Gorsel kullanimiyla hem 6grencilerin konuyu daha iyi anlamasi saglanmis hem de
mevcut dergide bir ders kitabi tarzi belirlenmistir. Derginin dili, hitap ettigi kitle olan ¢cocuk
yastaki 0grencilerin anlayabilecegi bir bicimde sade, agik ve anlagilirdir. Dergideki yazilar
incelendiginde, yazarlarin sanki ders ogrenciler karsilarindaymis gibi ders anlatan bir
ogretmen tislubu kullanarak yazilar yazdig1, “cocuklar... golgenize bakti§inizda. .. cevrenizdeki
agaglara bakti§imizda... yukarida gordiigiiniiz sekilde... okudugumuz metinde...” seklinde
kaliplar kullandiklar1 gézlemlenmistir (Mektep, 1891).

Dergide tespit edilen karakteristik o6zellikler ve genel yap1 bu sekildeyken, dergide
tarih egitimi agisindan ayirt edici nitelikler de yer almaktadir. Derginin incelenen
ciltlerinde, genel olarak Tarih-i Umumi (diinya tarihi) derslerinin yer aldig1 Osmanl tarihi
veya Avrupa tarihi derslerinin dergilerde yer almadigi, tarih dersi ile alakali yazilarda
derginin ilk yillarinda Ibrahim Hakki Pasa'min etkili oldugu, daha sonra dénemin diger
onemli tarih¢i ve edebiyat¢ilarinin da yazilarda rol aldig1 gozlemlenmistir (Mektep, 1891;
Mektep, 1894). Dergide, diinya tarihi ad1 altinda derslerde tarih metodolojisi ve tarihin
tanimu ile alakali agiklamalar da yapilmaktadir. Ornegin Ibrahim Hakki Paga derginin 18.
Sayisinda kaleme aldigi Nuh Tufani konulu yazinin giris boliimiinii, tarihin tanimina,
tarihin kaynaklarma ve tarihe yardima bilim dallarma ayirmisti (Timur, 1995: 100-101). Bu
yaziya ek olarak diger niishalarda tespit edilen Tarih-i Umumi baslikli yazilarin igerigi,
insanoglunun tarihi (Kur’an kaynakli) ve Kita Avrupa’sinn tarihi, devletlerarasi iligkiler ve
medeniyetlerin 6zellikleri hakkinda bilgiler tasiyordu.

Tarih-i umumi derslerinin igerikleri bu sekildeyken, Tarihi Tabii (doga tarihi) adl
bagka bir ders de bulunmaktaydi. Timur (1995) Mektep dergisinin 1. cildi ile alakal1 yaptig:
calismada tarihi tabii dersini doga tarihi ¢alismalarina 6rnek olarak degerlendirmistir. Doga
tarihi dersleri ile alakali yazilarin, tarih yazilari gatist altinda verildigini, bu sebeple tarih
dersi olarak goriilebilecegini belirtmis, doga tarihi derslerinde cesitli hayvanlarin
ozelliklerinin bu yazilarda anlatildigindan bahsetmis, yazilarda oldukga farkli yazarlarin
yazilarma rastlandigindan ve her yazidan once anlatilacak hayvanin bir ¢iziminin yer
aldigini tespit etmistir (108-109). Bu arastirmada derginin 3. cildi ile ilgili yapilan
taramalarda da tarih-i tabii derslerine rastlanmustir. Tarih-i tabii dersleri ile ilgili metinlere
bir 6rnek olarak, derginin 2. sayisinda yer alan “Pire” isimli metin ve metin ile alakali gorsel
gosterilebilir (Mektep, 1891: 12).
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Sekil 9
Mektep Dergisinden Bir Pire Cizimi (Mektep, 1891: 12)

Kene gorseli ile alakali metnin bir kismu soyledir: “Su gordiigiiniiz resim pirenin
gayet blyttilmis bir resmidir. Pireler hem insana hem de hayvana garez olur. Pire
yumurtasini toz toprak igine birakir. Yavrusu yumurtadan ¢ikar, toz iginde yasar. Onun igin
toz toprak olan yerde pire ¢ok bulunur” (Mektep, 1891: 12). Metnin devaminda pirenin
ozellikleri, hagere siifindan oldugu, pireden korunma yollar1 anlatilmaktadir. Tarih-i tabii
bashkli yazilar yaklasim agisindan oldukga ilgingtir. Bununla beraber “doga tarihi”
alaninda degerlendirilip, degerlendirilemeyecegi konusu tartismaya aciktir. Doga tarihi
alani, kendine has farkli bir disiplindir ve bu disiplin iizerine yapilan calismalarda, bir
organizma hakkinda “Ne tiir bir hayvan? Nerede yasar? Nasil yasar? Nasil ¢cogalir? Bu tiir
canlilar nasil goriiniirler? ve yasadiklari yerler nasil goriiniir?” sorulari {izerinden
organizmalar hakkinda detayli inceleme ¢alismalar1 yapilir (Able, 2016, 2150). Arastirmada
incelenen mektep dergisi yazilari, konsept ve amag olarak doga tarihi yazilarmin amaclarina
benzemektedir. Ornek olarak gosterilen “pire” adli ¢alismada, canlinin gorseli, nerede
yasadig1, nasil ¢ogaldig1 yiizeysel bilgilerle aktarilmaya calisilmistir. Bu yaziya ek olarak
doga tarihi baslig1 altinda keleme alinan ve “ziirafa” bashigiyla gecen bir calismada,
ziirafanin 6zellikleri hakkmda yﬁzeysel bilgiler sunulmug.tur (Mektep, 1891, 32) Dénemin
tarihi Olgiitlerinin asgari diizeyde gerceklestigi soylenebilir fakat yine de yazilarin b1r doga
tarihgisinin goziinden incelenmesi gerekmektedir.

Mektep dergisinde yer alan tarih-i tabii konseptli yazilarin aykir: fakat ilgi ¢ekici bir
yaklasima sahip oldugu sdylenebilir. Donemin yazarlarinin gogunun savas veya diplomatik
iliskilerle alakali tarihi olaylar1 kaleme aldig1 diistiniildiigiinde spesifik bir tarihi olaydan
ziyade bir canliy1, bir organizmay1 anlatmanin ilgi cekici oldugu diistintilmektedir. Bu
acgidan tarih-i tabii yazilarinin, doneme gore yenilik¢i ve orijinal bir 6zellige sahip oldugu
soylenebilir. Tlgili yazilarin dergide yer almasi ile alakali olarak herhangi bir agiklama
bulunamamustir.

Sonuc¢

1850-1911 yillar1 arasinda yasayan Karabet Kesisyan Efendi'nin basim isleri yaptig:
yillar egitim agisindan "yeniden insa" donemi olarak kabul edilir. Bu donemde, Osmanh
okullarinin ¢agdas bir tarzda sekillenmesi i¢in Batili pedagoji ve tekniklerden faydalanilmais,
bu yaklasimlarin geleneksel 6gelerle harmanlanmasi yoniinde bir politika izlenmistir
(Glindiiz: 2010). Donemin 6ne ¢ikan egitimcileri yerel gereklilikleri ve gergekleri goz
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oniinde bulundurarak Osmanli ve Islam gelenegi ile uyumlu 6gretim materyalleri
hazirlamiglardir (Ardig ve Kilig: 2017). Yapilan arastirma da bu egitim materyallerinin tarih
egitimiyle alakal1 olanlar1 siiflandirilmis, Kitap¢i Karabet Efendi’nin tarih 6gretimine bu
baglamda katkilar: ortaya konulmustur.

Aragtirma bulgularindan yola ¢ikarak Kesisyan'in tarih alaninda 25 tarih ders kitabs,
27 tarih kitabs, 1 atlas, 1 harita, 34 dergi bulunmustur. Bu eserlerin donemin sartlarina gore
oldukca oOzenli, donemin ileri teknolojilerinde hazirlanmus, cilt, kapak, resim, renk
konularinda iyi durumda oldugu goriilmiistiir. Arastirmada, Kesisyan'in matbaasinda, en
fazla bastirilan yayin tiirtintin tarih bilimi ile alakali kitaplar olmasi Kesisyan'in tarih
egitimine etkileri ve tarih egitimine yonelik cabalarmma dair en temel kanit olarak
gosterilebilir. Ayrica Kesisyan'in ders kitaplarinin basimina ve dagitimina 6nem verdigi, bu
ders kitaplarinin i¢ ve dis tasarimlarimin gelistirilmesinde etkili oldugu gozlemlenmis, tarih
ders kitaplarinin da bu yaklasimdan paymi alarak gelistigi diistintilmiistiir. Kesisyan'in
tarih dersine yardima kaynak saglamak icin atlaslar ve haritalar ile ilgili calismalara kaynak
ayirdigy, tarih atlasi ve harita bastirmak icin 6zel girisimlerde bulundugu gozlemlenmistir.
Ozlii ve Uziim (2020) calismalarinda Karabet Matbaasinda basilan Tekiner’in tarih atlasin,
tarihi cografyanin 6gretimi agisindan oldukga 6nemli bir gelisme olarak yorumlamislar, bu
arastirma bulgularinda da belirtildigi tizere sade ve anlagilir bir dille hazirlandigindan
bahsetmislerdir (204). Kesisyan'in imtiyaz sahibi oldugu dergide tarih ile alakali yazilara
onem gosterip, doga tarihi ile alakal1 yazilarin kaleme alinmasini sagladig: tespit edilmistir.
Bu mecmuada bulgular kisminda 6rnek olarak da gosterilen yazilarin doga tarihi yazilar:
olup olmadig1 konuyu tartismaya acik olarak goriilmektedir (Timur, 1995: 108).

Bu bulgulara ek olarak Kesisyan'in matbaasi tarih egitimi 6zelinde incelendiginde,
en fazla materyalin diinya tarihi dersi icin bastirildii, Osmanl tarihi icin bastirilan
materyallerin diinya tarihine kiyasla daha az oldugu, en az materyalin ise dinler tarihi dersi
icin bastirildig1 gozlemlenmistir. Arastirmada yalnizca Kesisyan tarafindan bastirilan
kitaplar ele alindigindan, bu kitaplar diger tarih ders kitaplar ile karsilagtirilamamais
dolayisiyla Kesisyan’in tarih egitimine yonelik ideolojik soylemlere sahip olup olmadigina
dair herhangi bir bulguya rastlanmamigtir. Arastirma kapsaminda ele alman kaynaklar
incelendiginde Karabet Efendi'nin Osmanli toplumunun kiiltiirel ve entelektiiel gelisimine
katkida bulundugunu, yaymnclik alaninda yenilik¢i ve girisimci oldugu soylenebilir.
Matbaasinda yasadigi doneme gore oldukga ileri teknikleri kullanarak renkli atlaslar
hazirlandigl, resimli mecmualarla O6grenmeyi kolaylastirici tasarimlara yer verdigi
gortilmiistiir. Ayrica Mektep dergisi ile kiigiik yaslardan itibaren ¢ocuklara tarihi bilgiyi
cesitli gorsellerle ve farkli yontemlerle aktarmaya calismasmin da ilgi gekici oldugu
distintilmektedir.

Bu arastirmanin sonuglarindan yola ¢karak, gelecekte yapilacak benzer
arastirmalara yOnelik verilebilecek olan Oneriler sunlardir:

e Kesisyan'in atlaslar ve haritalara olan ilgisinden yola ¢ikilarak, Kesisyan'in
cografya egitimine yonelik ¢abalar1 incelenebilir.
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e Kesisyan'in matbaasinda bastirilan tarih ders kitaplarinin igerikleri, akrani olan
diger ders kitaplar ile karsilastirilarak, bu ders kitaplarinin ideolojik soylemlere
sahip olup olmadig1 incelenebilir.

e Kesisyan tarafindan bastirilan mektep dergisi farkli disiplinler agisindan
incelenerek, bu disiplinlere katkilar1 degerlendirilebilir.

e Kesisyan'in bir siire beraber ¢alistig1 Kaspar Efendi'nin matbaasi ile alakal bir
calisma hazirlanabilir.

e Mektep dergisindeki doga tarihi yazilar1 hakkinda bir doga tarihgisi tarafindan
incelemeler yapilabilir.

e Osmanli donemi matbaacilik faaliyetleri ve matbaacilar1 hakkinda yapilan
calismalar arttirilabilir.

Katkir Orani Beyanu: 1. yazar %60, ikinci yazar %40 diizeyinde katki saglamistir.

Destek ve Tesekkiir Beyani: Calisma herhangi bir kurum veya kurulus tarafindan

desteklenmemistir.

Cikar Catismasi Beyani: Yazarlar hi¢bir ¢ikar ¢alismasi bulunmadigini beyan eder.
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Ekler

Ek A. Karabet ve Kaspar Matbaasi Tarafindan Kaleme Basilan Fihristin Giris Boliimii?

22 Milli kiitiphane nadir eser katalogundan alinmistir.
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Ek B. Karabet Kesisyan'in Mecidi Nisan1 Aldigina Dair 1311 Tarihli Arsiv Belgesi?

LTALODOST 00042001

2 Devlet arsivleri bagskanligi Osmanl arsivlerinden alinmuistir.
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Ek C. Fezleke-i Tarih-i Devlet-i Osmaniye Adh Ders Kitabimn I¢ Kapag:?*

24 Ferit Ragip Tuncor arsivinden erigilmistir.
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Ek D. Karabet Kesisyan'in Tarih Atlas1 Bastirmaya Yonelik Talebinin Bulundugu Arsiv
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Ek E. Tarih-i Osmani Haritalar1 Isimli Tarih Atlasinin Kapak Sayfasi2®
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26 Tiirk Tarih Kurumu’'ndan alinmustir.
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