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Abstract

Humanity has witnessed a large number of pandemics. These pandemics direct
people to question themselves, their lives and world order. On the other hand,
pandemics leave deep permanent marks on humanity by making significant
changes on people's habits and daily lives. Pandemics are mostly viewed as
concerns for science and institutes of healthcare but there are pieces of literature
about pandemics. One of these literary pieces is “The Plague” novel published in
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1947 written by French philosopher Albert Camus. Covid-19, which has Research
financially, socially and psychologically traumatized world, shares some
similarities with events in Camus's Plague novel. It seems very useful to use Vol: 13, No: 6, pp. 121-137

literary texts to make sense of current events that affect human life such as
pandemics. Educational institutions are among the most effected organizations
from Covid-19. For this reason, it is thought important to discuss what they have
experienced during pandemic with teacher candidates. The aim of this study is to
examine "Comparative Analysis of Camus' The Plague Novel and Covid-19
Pandemic” activity in terms of opinions of teacher candidates participating in the
activity. In this study the qualitative research design was used. 22 teacher
candidates participated in the study. This training, which was carried out with
distance education, lasted 7 sessions. Teacher diaries and focus group discussions
were used as data collection tools. Qualitative techniques were used in the
analysis of the collected data. Findings of the study compares teacher candidates'
views about The Plague novel and Covid-19 pandemic in terms of individual and
social reactions, ethics and being scientific. Additionally, teacher candidates Received: 2022-07-25
generated ideas related to individual, social, educational, and financial Accepted: 2022-12-17
consequences of Covid-19 pandemic. Finally, teacher candidates expressed that

the activity was beneficial for them.
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INTRODUCTION

Societies go through some critical junctures over time. In these periods, balance of societies is disturbed
and there is uncertainty about what they will turn to. Some may continue what they used to do, some
may change completely, and some may get worse. Economic crises, wars, famines, epidemics are some
of these critical junctures (Acemoglu & Robinson, 2020).

Human communities have faced many pandemics throughout history. During these kinds of
epidemics, people question themselves, the meaning of life, and what is happening in the world.
Pandemics that last especially long require people to adapt to new conditions. In pandemic conditions,
people face feelings such as anxiety, fear, weakness, selfishness, empathy, and helping each other.
Although pandemics are mostly related to health, there are many artistic and literary works related to
pandemics. Pandemics are related to health, but they have many consequences such as social, economic
psychological. For this reason, they are also the subject of literary works (Gelir, 2020).

One of these works is The Plague novel published in 1947 by Albert Camus. In his novel, aurthor
describes the psychological and social situations of the people of a city struggling with the pandemic.
The novel takes place in the Algerian port city of Oran. This city, where a busy commercial life was
experienced at the beginning of the novel, falls into silence when the epidemic reaches a frightening
and unexpected stage. People, feeling anxious and desperate, hope that the pandemic will not last too
long. Measures against the epidemic become more and more stringent. Doctor Rieux, Mayor Grand, and
Narrator Tarrou show an example of solidarity however, the number of people dying from the plague
continues to rise. The pandemic in Oran lasts ten months and ends unexpectedly (Durakoglu & Coskun,
2020).

The Covid-19 pandemic, which affects the world socially, psychologically and economically, shows
significant similarities with what happened in Camus's The Plague novel. For example, Durakoglu and
Coskun (2020), in their study comparing the events in the Plague and Covid-19, found that there are
similarities in terms of the perception of the epidemic, the measures taken against the epidemic, the
habits that emerged during the epidemic, and the feelings people experienced during the epidemic. The
fact that cause of its emergence is not known exactly, the virus cannot be brought under control and all
individuals in the world are at potential risk transforms the pandemic into a global trauma (Askin, Bozkurt
& Zeybek, 2020).

During the period of Covid-19 pandemic, different behaviors began to be exhibited with the
atmosphere of panic and fear both in Tilrkiye and in the world. Panic shopping, stockpiling, crises in
health systems, irrational and unethical situations in social life are some of these behaviors. Extraordinary
times bring extraordinary behaviors. As a matter of fact, Taylor (2021) draws attention to the fact that
pandemics on a global scale reveal five important psychosocial conditions. The first is urgent purchase
of large quantities of supplies, stockpiling of food and cleaning supplies for fear of a possible famine.
The second situation is that foreign groups are seen as the source of virus and racist attitudes and
behaviors including exclusion and stigmatization are exhibited against these groups. Third, resistance to
measures such as wearing masks, physical distancing and isolation, which are applied to prevent spread
of pandemic. Fourth, there is an increase in unsubstantiated claims and conspiracy theories about
pandemic. Fifth is unnecessary preoccupation of healthcare system (Taylor, 2021).

Pandemic affects everyone regardless of religion, language, race, culture or social status. The
impact of the pandemic on society depends on whether the immunity of individuals is strong, the rate
of spread of the virus, the contact status of people, and sufficiency of healthcare system. Pandemic has
caused distressing economic, health and social impacts (Tizln et al,, 2020). One of the institutions that
the Covid-19 pandemic has had the most negative impact on is the education system (Toprakgi, 2017;
Kavuk & Demirtas, 2021; Toprakgl et. al., 2021; Yavuz & Toprakgi, 2021). It can be considered that it is
significant to discuss the psychological, social, economic and educational situations experienced during
the Covid-19 period with prospective teachers. When the literature is examined, it is seen that current
events are recommended to be used for educational purposes (Bekret, 2019; Kalafatoglu, 2019; Oztiirk
& Veziroglu, 2020; S6men, 2020).

Stories and novels motivate learners to connect with daily life, think and question. Unlike
traditional content presentation, literary texts provide a setting for learners of group discussions and
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new research. Effective usage of literary texts in learning environment improves the learners' ability to
understand, interpret, analyze, see different perspectives, and empathize. Additionally, thanks to these
texts selected in accordance with the learning purpose, learners can gain local and universal values
(Beldag & Aktas, 2016). On the other hand, these literary texts also allow a critical discussion of current
events. Based on a fiction, individuals compare, interpret and make a decision about current events. Such
literary texts have the function of producing content for qualified discussions. Even though it is a fiction,
the plague novel, which shows significant similarities with what happened in Covid-19, can be an
opportunity to make sense of the crises experienced during the Covid-19 period. Teachers are at the
forefront of professional people who have the power to normalize societies in crises. In order to do this,
it is very important for teachers to acquire intellectual skills that can effectively interpret social events,
starting from the education faculties. In order to be able to do this, it is very important for teachers to
acquire the intellectual skills to interpret social events effectively, starting from the education faculties.
In this context, it is thought that it would be beneficial to add reading-discussion activities to the
education faculty teaching programs and to develop critical thinking activity programs. With this study,
an exemplary program development study for critical thinking was carried out. The problem situation of
the study was determined as follows: What are the opinions of the pre-service teachers about the
"Comparative Analysis of Camus's Novel of Plague and the Covid-19 Epidemic" activity program? When
the relevant literature is examined, it is observed that such a study has not been carried out. It is hoped
that this study will contribute to the literature on teacher education and curriculum development.

In this context, this study aims to examine “Comparative Analysis of Camus' Plague Novel and
Covid-19 Pandemic” activity in terms of opinions of teacher candidates participating in the activity. In
connection with this purpose, the sub-research questions of the study are given below:

How do teacher candidates;

1) analyze characters in The Plague Novel, Dr. Rieux, Grand, Tarrou, Rambert, Paneloux and
Cottard?

2) compaire social and personal reactions in The Plague and Covid-19?

3) compaire unethical behaviors in The Plague and Covid-19 pandemic?

4) interpret Tarrou's and Father Paneloux views on plague?

5) predicte changes in individual's daily lives after Covid-19 pandemic?

6) discusse the social, economic and educational lessons that can be learned from Covid-19?

7) evaluate "Comparative Analysis of Camus' Plague Novel and Covid-19 Pandemic” activity?

METHODS

A case study is an empirical research method that studies a contemporary phenomenon in its real-life
context, and is used in situations where boundaries between a phenomenon and its context are not
clear-cut and more than one source of evidence or data is available (Yin, 2003) Holistic single case design,
which is one of case study designs, is the work carried out with a single analysis unit (an individual, a
program, a school, etc.) (Yildirnnm & Simsek, 2016). This research was structured with a holistic single-case
design, as it was carried out to examine “Comparative Analysis of Camus's Plague Novel and Covid-19
Pandemic" activity.

Participants:

A total of 22 volunteer from psychological counselor, classroom teacher and social studies teacher
candidates 14 female and 8 male, participated in the research. This training, which was carried out with
distance education, lasted 7 sessions in the spring semester of 2020.

Data Collection Tools
Diaries of Teacher Candidates

After each session, teacher candidates wrote their opinions, comments and evaluations about the
session in their diaries. At the end of each session, the diaries written by participants were collected.

Focus Group Interviews

How do teacher candidates evaluate Comparative Analysis Activity of Camus' Plague Novel and
Covid-19 Pandemic? In order to answer this question, interviews were held with teacher candidates at
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the end of activity. Interviews were conducted with two different groups and lasted approximately 40-
50 minutes.

Data Collection and Analysis

The data of the research were collected throughout the process. Pre-service teachers wrote their
opinions about each session in their diaries. The pre-service teachers sent these diaries to the researcher
electronically. In addition, at the end of the program, the researcher conducted focus group interviews
with prospective teachers in 2 groups, which lasted approximately 40-50 minutes. Qualitative techniques
were used in the analysis of the data obtained through diaries and focus group interviews. The findings
were presented in accordance with the thematic framework of “Comparative Analysis of Camus' Plague
Novel and Covid-19 Pandemic”. Descriptive analysis was used in direct quotations (Yildirm & Simsek,
2016). Teacher candidates were coded as TC1,TC2...TC21, TC22.

Validity and Reliability

In this qualitative research, some strategies suggested in the literature were used to ensure validity
and reliability (Yildinm & Simsek, 2016). First of all, The long-term interaction method was used to
ensure internal validity. an agreement on confidentiality and trust was reached with the Participants.
Secondly, the written documents of the focus group interviews were read to 3 randomly selected pre-
service teachers for participant approval, and confirmation was obtained. Thirdly, selected excerpts from
the diary and interviews are given directly without any comments. Fourth, the data were collected with
two different data collection tools, diaries and interviews, and extracts from different participants were
selected. Fifth, detailed information about the structure of the program, research method, and data
collection and analysis are given. Finally, in qualitative research, the researcher is the person who has
experience and knowledge in the field and communicates with the people participating in the research
(Yildirm & Simsek, 2016). According to Mertens (1998), in qualitative research, the researcher is also
seen as a data collection tool. For this reason, it is useful to explain the role of the researcher in qualitative
studies. The researcher is an academician who specializes in curriculum and instruction. The researcher
also has extensive knowledge of curriculum development, evaluation, teacher training and teaching-
learning methods.

Procedures

Announcements about “Comparative Analysis Activity of Camus' Plague Novel and Covid-19
Pandemic” were made to teacher candidates. 26 teacher candidates came to the first online meeting.
After informing about Comparative Analysis Activity, the activity was started with 22 teacher candidates.
Firstly, teacher candidates read the Plague in a week. Critical reading and creative writing activities, large
and small group discussions were carried out during the seven-sessions training program. In order to
get their comments about each session, teacher candidates wrote their opinions on their diaries after
each session. They sent the diaries to the researcher. After the sessions were completed, two separate
focus group interviews were held with the teacher candidates. Sessions and themes of “Comparative
Analysis of Camus' Plague Novel and Covid-19 Pandemic” activity are presented in Table 1.

Table1: “Sessions and Themes of Comparative Analysis Activity of Camus' Plague Novel and Covid-19 Pandemic”

activity
Sessions Themes
1st Session Character Analysis:
Character Analysis of Dr. Rieux, Tarrou, Rambert, Grand, Paneloux and Cottard
2 st Session Individual and Social Reactions during Pandemic:
Comparison of social and personal reactions during plague and Covid-19 pandemic.
3 st Session Ethics in The Plague and Covid-19 Pandemic:
Discussion of unethical behaviors in plague and Covid-19 pandemic.
4 st Session Dogmatism and Science:
Discussion of Father Paneloux, Tarrou and Rieux's views on pandemic.
5 st Session Life after Covid-19 pandemic
A) Predicting changes in individual's daily lives after Covid-19 pandemic.
6 st Session Life after Covid-19 pandemic
B) Discussing the social, economic and educational lessons that can be learned from Covid-19.
7 st Session Self-reflection and closing
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FINDINGS

Findings of this study are summarized in two sections which are findings obtained from diaries of
participants and findings obtained from focus group interviews.

1) Findings Obtained From Diaries of Teacher Candidates:
a) 1st Session: Character Analysis of Rieux, Tarrou, Rambert, Grand, Paneloux and Cottard

In the first session, teacher candidates made character analysis of characters in The Plague.
Teacher candidates evaluated reactions given during pandemic from perspectives of heroes of the novel.
First of all, the opinions of all teacher candidates were shared in Table-2, and then direct quotations
about the teacher candidates' comments on the plague heroes are included.

Table 2: Features of novel characters according to teacher candidates’ opinions

Novel Characters Features

Dr. Rieux Responsible (f:20), scientific (f:19), hardworking (f:18), kind-hearted (f:17), leader (f:16), talent (f:16),
helpful (f:15), rational (f:15), ability to interpret events (f:15), resistant to difficulties (f:13), solidary
(f12).

Tarrou Struggling (f:20), helpful (f:18), optimistic (f:18), hardworking (f:16), collaborative (f:15), solidary
(f:15), observation skill (f:14), able to deduce events (f:10), activist (f:9), having communication skills
(f:9), goal setting (:7).

Grand Helpful (f:20), realistic (f:17), solidary (f:14), warm-hearted (f:13), perfectionist (:11), humble (f:9),
having a mysterious nature (f:7), having difficulty expressing himself (f:6).

Rambert Foolhardy (f:14), determined (f:13), ambitious (f:12), stubborn (f:10), decisive (f:7), compromising
on values (:7), shy (f:4).

Cottard Selfish (f:18), unethical (f:16), uncaring (f:12), insensitive (f:11), hopeless (f:10), dejected (f:9), lonely
(f:8), distrustful (f:7), introverted (f:6), skeptical (f:5).

Paneloux Strong (f:19), dogmatic (f:18), persuasive (f:17), unscientific(f:15), eloquent (f:12).

125
Some of teacher candidates’ comments on heroes of The Plague are as follows: E—

“Dr.Rieux: Working as a doctor in the city where the plague pandemic occurred, Dr. Rieux is a kind-
hearted doctor. The doctor, who is not insensitive to people and feels responsible for people, does not
even get paid from the poor. He has a strong nature that is resistant to difficulties. He is a leader, talented
and hardworking. Besides, he has the ability to interpret events. He fights against dogmatic views in the
society and defends the idea that a possible cure for the disease can end the pandemic. He doesn't agree
with Father Paneloux who encourages people to submit to God's will and fights against the
disease."(TC5)

“Tarrou: He deserves a loud round of applause with his encouraging attitude and ability to organize
against the pandemic. He cooperates with Rieux to prevent further spread of pandemic. We can observe
that his belief in science affects readers and also he is good at human relations. Tarrou, who can be
called a social individual, is a good-hearted person who loves to have fun. His observation skills are
high. He is honest and willing to help people. He likes to set goals and fight for that goal. Ali tries to
learn from the past pains by thinking about them” (TC9).

"Rambert: He is a passionate journalist and values love just as Grand character but he is more brave
than Grand. He is determined, resolute and ambitious enough to break the rules in order to unite with
his lover. For this reason, he has a stubborn and accusing manner. Rambert who can make compromises
with his values also has a shy and timid side. He cooperates with others to fight against plague. (TC17)

“Grand: He fights against pandemic with Riuex and Tarrou. Grand, who has a mysterious nature, is an
officer who cannot express himself very well. He is humble, helpful and realistic. He has a simple lifestyle.
He has struggled in poverty for a long time and believes that the things promised to him hadn't been
fulfilled. He aspires to write a book but cannot find the perfect sentence to begin writing which reveals
his perfectionist nature.” (TC1T)

“Cottard: He is a selfish person who doesn't care much about others and disregards other peoples'
sufferings when he is the one who benefits. He exhibits unethical behavior during plague. He is a
desperate person and lacks any joy for living. He is a lonely and introverted person. Cottard is a skeptic
who doesn't trust anyone and mostly lives in his own complex life.”(TC20)
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“Paneloux: He is a devout priest who wants to lead people by preaching. He has a strong, persuasive
nearly hypnotic way of speaking and wants to make people believe that plague is a scourge sent by God
to the ones who closed their hearts to faith. He has dogmas and doesn't trust science and doctors.” (TC1)

b) 2nd Session: Social and Personal Reactions during Pandemics

In the second session teacher candidates compared social and personal reactions during plague
and Covid-19 pandemics. They expressed that individual and social reactions described in Plague novel
and reactions they observed during Covid -19 pandemic highly resembled each other. Experiences
during pandemics are analyzed in terms of psychological and socio-psychological aspects. Also, effects
of socio-economic differences during pandemics are examined. The opinions of all teacher candidates
were shown in Table-3. In addition direct quotations about the pre-service teachers' comments on the
social and personal reactions during pandemics are included

Table 3: Comparison of social and personal reactions during plague novel and covid-19

Reactions Common reactions in plague novel and covid-19

Social Reactions Weakening of social relations (f:18), loneliness (f:16), social isolation (f:15), restriction of
freedom (f:14), slowing down of life (f:13), resistance to new social living conditions (f:13),
quarantine (f:12), disregard for rules (f:12), return to basic needs (f:11), rejection (f:11), panic
shopping (f:10), social manipulation (f:8), poverty (f:8), helping each other (f:7), indifference
(f:7), distortion of the news (f:6), religious explanations (f:5), anxiety that the pandemic will
not end (f:5), solidarity with the needy (f4), insensitivity to death (f:3).

Personal Reactions helplessness(f:14), psychological insecurity (f:13), fears (f:12), anxiety (f:12), sense of
uncertainty (f:11), understanding the value of life (f:10) blaming someone (f:9), mental
disorders (f:8), fear of death (f:8), worrying about one's health (f:7), breaking rules (f:7)
ignoring (f:6), mourning (f:6), indecision (f:5), worry (f:5), selfishness (f:5), seeking remedy (f:4).

Some of the ideas generated by teacher candidates are as follows:

“In the book plague is only in Oran but Covid -19 has spread to the entire world. However, both of them
slowed down social life. At the beginning, rich and poor were affected similarly but later rich people had
some advantages over the poor both during plague and Covid -19 pandemics.” (TC17)

“Doctors from Oran and government didn't want to acknowledge the disease as plague just like people
didn't want to acknowledge lethality of Covid -19 and people who didn't believe the disease were
majority in the beginning. As the number of deaths grew people who die from these diseases became
just numbers in both pandemics.” (TC3)

“With respect to individual experiences most situations are same. People became isolated, they coudn't
communicate and in both pandemics psychological problems increased.” (TC22)

“Religious point of view is similar in every event and period. In both pandemics we can see that there is
an attitude against science which worsens an already bad situation.” (TC6)

“Losing jobs, deaths, and uncertainty about the length of the situation put some people in a more
anxious and depressed mood.” (TC13)

“Feeling unsecure motivated people to buy more basic needs and they tended to stockpile lots of goods.”
(TC8)

c) 3rd Session: Ethics in Plague Novel and Covid -19 Pandemic

Third session of the activity includes discussions related to ethical violations during plague and
Covid -19 pandemics. Teacher candidates shared their opinions about ethical problems experienced as
a result of people's tendency to prioritize their personal interests during pandemic. Also, ethical
problems related to business people seeking for financial gains during pandemic were examined. Final
topic discussed in this session was unethical behaviors resulting from government officials who do not
inform public sufficiently thus causing spread of misunderstandings and conspiracies. The opinions of
all teacher candidates were shown in Table-4. Furthermore direct quotations about the teacher
candidates' comments on the ethics in plague novel and covid -19 pandemic are included.
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Table 4: Ethics in plague novel and covid-19 according to teacher candidates’ opinions

Failure to comply with isolation rules (f:16)

Taking adequate economic and social measures for the poor (f:14)
Insufficient information of the administrators to the public (f:12)
Selfishness, dishonesty (f:12)

Ambition to earn more money (f:11)

Black Market (f:10)

Stocking (f:10)

General measures taken late (f:9)

Opportunism (f:8)

Some of the comments given by teacher candidates are as follows:

“The governor of Oran city didn't inform public sufficiently from the beginning of plague breakout until
it became a widespread pandemic and as a result people didn't take sufficient measures to protect
themselves. Insufficient and delayed public announcement of the disease causes a delay in protective
measures, which is an ethical violation. Covid-19 wasn't also taken seriously at the beginning and
measures to protect poor people were not adequate.” (TC21)

“It is possible to say that some parts of society who consider pandemic as a financial opportunity didn't
present a moral example to humanity.” (TC4)

“People's Republic of China didn't take strict measures at the onset of the pandemic and avoided
informing other countries about the pandemic which | believe are a serious ethical violation. Also, World
Health Organization remained passive and it is an ethical violation.” (TC16)

“Ethical violations can be different or similar but | believe that selfishness, immorality, sufferings and
mistakes are definitely global. If they weren't global, plague which occurred in one city and Covid-19
which spread to all world wouldn't be such similar to each other” (TC9)

d) 4th Session: Dogmatism and Science

In the 4th session, teacher candidates examined dogmatic and scientific approaches from the
viewpoints of Father Paneloux, Dr.Rieux and Tarrou. People's tendency to be vulnerable to dogmatic
ideas as a result of negative situations and feelings like ignorance, desperation, fear, and panic was
analyzed. Also, necessity of rational, scientific and objective knowledge during pandemics is discussed
in this session. The opinions of all teacher candidates were shared in Table-5. Moreover, direct
guotations about the teacher candidates' comments on the dogmatism and science are included.

Table 5: Dogmatic and scientific approaches to the pandemic according to teacher candidates’ opinions

Peder Paneloux The pandemic is the punishment for our sins (f:22)
(Dogmatism) People should learn lessons from this coming punishment (f:20)

Pandemic indicates the apocalypse (f:19)

We should not resist the pandemic and bow down (f:17)

The sinless do not get sick (f:17)

Science should not be helped (f:16)

Only prayers can be saved from the pandemic (f:14)

Distorting and distorting the facts (f:10)

Dr.Rieux and The fight against the pandemic is with science and knowledge (f:18)
Tarrou Social and mental health is ensured under the leadership of science (f:17)
(Science) Ignorance, helplessness, fear and panic are struggled with science (f:15)

Science is problem solver (f:13)

Social and mental health is ensured under the leadership of science (f:12)
Fighting the pandemic in solidarity (f:11)

Science must be respected (f:9)

Some of the ideas generated by teacher candidates are as follows:

“Paneloux, as a priest who views plague pandemic from a religious point of view and interprets it as a
punishment from God. He believes that humanity should learn from this punishment. Unlike the priest
Tarrou has a scientific view of the pandemic. He believes that prayers are not enough to solve this
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problem and only scientific methods can help humanity to overcome pandemic. Thus, he contributes
more to resolve the problem.” (TC14)

“Tarrou has a more philosophical, conscious and logical way of thinking and believes that plague causes
inequality among people. Instead of seeing plague as a deserved punishment, he achieves to organize
people fight against it and form aid groups.” (TC8)

“Dr. Rieux didn't bow to ignorance of the priest, showed that there is a cure for disease and people can
overcome this pandemic by this cure. We can say that he believes in science and doesn't submit to
dogmas.” (TC9)

e) 5th Session: Life after the Covid-19 Pandemic (Predicting changes in individual's daily
lives)

5th session includes examination of possible events in individuals' lives after Covid-19. What type
of individual conclusions would people draw from what they had experienced is another topic discussed
in this session. Teacher candidates acknowledged significant effects of pandemic but also expressed that
peoples' tendency to easily forget bad experiences would limit extent of lessons learned from the
pandemic. The opinions of all teacher candidates were shown in Table-6. In addition direct quotations
about the teacher candidates' comments on the changes in individual's daily lives after covid-19 are
included.

Table 6: Daily individual life after covid-19 according to teacher candidates’ opinions

Lessons learned from covid-19 are quickly forgotten (f:19)
All habits get old after a while (:18)

The pandemic is forgotten and unimportant (f:15)

After a while, old mistakes can be returned (f:14)

May be more careful about hygiene (f:12)

Physical contact between people may be reduced (f:10)
Wasting habits can change (f:8)

Human relationships can be weakened (f:7)

The meaning of life can be discovered (f:7)

Adapting to life after the pandemic may take some time (f:5)
Obsessiveness may become common (f:4)

The death trauma of those who lost their loved ones can last for a long time (f:3)

Some of the comments made by teacher candidates are as follows:

“I think people can easily forget what they have learned from Covid-19 because a common trait of
human beings is easily getting used to comfort.”(TC6)

“Some minor changes in individual and social relations may occur but these won't be radical changes.
Nevertheless, an obsessive state of mind which can be felt in individual and social levels may cause
some minor restrictions in interpersonal relations. "(TC11).

“People will be more careful about personal and environmental hygiene. I think there will be more
emphasis on religious and spiritual values. Also, | believe that the period when people stayed at home
changed people's habit of wasting but this will be temporary. Covid-19 pandemic and experiences
brought with it will be forgotten just as plague and conditions leading to it was forgotten over time. .”
(TC12)

"With an optimistic point of view, | want to hope that people will try to enjoy their lives more, forget
about their regrets and always remember how their lives exist on a borrowed time. However, | believe
that it is highly likely that people will revert to their previous mistakes.” (TC21)

f) 6th Session: Life After Covid-19 Pandemic (Discussing social, financial and educational
implications)

6th session includes teacher candidates' ideas related to social, financial and educational
implications which can be drawn from Covid-19 pandemic. Teacher candidates expressed that this
pandemic provided many opportunities to inquire drawbacks in current society. The opinions of all
teacher candidates were shown in Table-7. Furthermore direct quotations about the teacher candidates'
comments on the social, financial, and educational implications from Covid -19 pandemic are included.
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Table 7: Economy, society, education after covid-19 according to teacher candidates’ opinions

Society

Economy

Education

The meaning of life, awareness (f:15)
Recognizing the importance of social
contact (f:14)

Increasing meaning of freedom (f:13)
Awareness of human destruction on
nature(f:10)

Social solidarity awareness(f:9)
Increasing expectations for social
justice(f:7)

Recognizing the importance of non-
governmental organizations (f:6)
Increasing advocacy of disadvantaged
groups (f:3)

Changing shopping habits(f:12)
Increasing online shopping(f:9)
Stocking(f:9)

Increasing homeoffice work (f:8)
Increasing poverty (f:8)

Slowdown of the economy(f:7)
Increase in prices (f:7)

Decreased production (f:6)

Unjust enrichment (f:5)

Increasing healthcare spending(f:5)
Increasing need for internet (f:5)
Difficulties in reaching basic needs(f:4)
Borrowings increase (f:4)

Economic solidarity (f:3)

Inequality of opportunity in
education(f:15)

Education access issues(f:13)
Learning losses(f:11)

Internet access problems of poor
children(f:11)

Increasing knowledge gaps between
wealthy and poor children (f:10)
Expanding distance education
opportunities (f:10)

Development of distance education
tools (f:7)

Some of the ideas related to social, financial, and educational implications from Covid -19

pandemic are as follows:

“Having strong non-governmental organizations strengthens social structure in such periods of crisis
and for this reason non-governmental organizations must be supported.” (TC19)

“From an educational point of view, social infrastructure should be prepared for this kind of crisis on the
basis of gender equality during the period after Covid -19.”(TC10)

“Distance education opportunities must be available for all children.” (TC4)

“Special precautions in education, finance and social areas must be taken for disadvantaged groups
such as poor, disabled and elderly people.” (TC15)

“Individuals must be supported to easily access distance education tools.” (018)

“Fair distribution of world resources must be ensured for all socio-economic groups and additional
precautions must be taken in impoverished areas.” (TC7)

“Topics such as social justice and human rights must be taught in all stages of education.” (TC11)
“Psychological problems such as post-traumatic stress disorder caused by Covid-19 pandemic must be
treated adequately by using state facilities efficiently.”(TC2)

“"Many small businesses were closed and musicians became unemployed because of the pandemic.
“Government subsidies were not enough. The pandemic proved us importance of individual and
governmental savings.” (TC20)

g) 7th Session: Self-reflection and Closing Remarks

Teacher candidates were asked to give their opinions about "A Comparative Analysis of Camus's
Plague Novel and Covid-19 Pandemic" activity in the last session. They discussed in what ways this
activity can contribute to their development. The opinions of all teacher candidates were shared in Table-
8. Moreover, direct quotations about the teacher candidates' self-reflections are included.

Table 8: Reflections of Teacher Candidates

Opportunity to analyze individual and social psychology during the pandemic process (f:17)

Finding the opportunity to evaluate the educational, social and economic consequences of the pandemic(f:17)

Comparing the responses of communities in pandemics (f:14)

Empathizing with others (f:13)

Better analyze the pain, troubles and fears experienced in the pandemic(f:11)

Gaining a universal perspective on pandemics (f:10)

Evaluating the battle of science and dogmatism in pandemics (f:8)

Awareness raising (f:7)

Some of the answers given by teacher candidates are as follows:

“Thanks to this activity we had a chance to look at plague disease, which we previously had heard of,
from a different perspective and our recent pandemic experience tops it all We had a better
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understanding of pandemics by having a deeper look and comparing people's troubles, sufferings, and
fears.” (022)

“The book was excellent and emphasized universality of the situation we are currently experiencing. |
believe it was a beneficial activity.” (010)

“I can easily say that Plague novel shed light on my understanding of pandemic. | can make various
comparisons and interpret psychological situations of people.” (TC5)

“Thanks to this activity, | believe that | can assess events of a pandemic from various perspectives such
as psychological, financial, social and educational.” (TC16)

2) Findings Obtained from Focus Group Interviews with Teacher Candidates:

In this part of the study teacher candidates were asked how they evaluate A Comparative Analysis
of Camus's Plague Novel and Covid-19 Pandemic" activity. Focus group interviews were carried out with
teacher candidates after the activity. They were asked to comment about efficiency of the activity in
these focus group interviews. All teacher candidates participating in focus group interviews expressed
that they found the activity efficient. They expressed that this activity enabled them to generate various
ideas and think critically on various subjects. The opinions of all teacher candidates were shown in Table-
9. In addition direct quotations about the teacher candidates' comments on the “Comparative Analysis
of Camus' Plague Novel and Covid-19 Pandemic Activity” are included.

Table 9: Findings obtained from focus group interviews with teacher candidates

Critical thinking environment (f:18)

Gaining different perspectives (f:17)

Opportunity to evaluate the psychological, social, economic and educational consequences of the pandemic (f:17)
Opportunity to develop common ideas (f:15)

Opportunity to see pandemics from multiple perspectives (f:14)
Motivation to learn new topics (f:13)

Opportunity to follow developments in the world (f:12)
Empathy development (f:10)

Opportunity to confront (f:8)

Advocacy (f:7)

Advanced analysis skills (f:5)

Egalitarian just world dream (f:3)

Some comments made by teacher candidates are as follows:

“We were able to express our ideas in a critical thinking environment even though we had very different
ideas from others. | think | gained new perspectives because after | expressed my idea | had chance to
listen to my friends ideas and this made me think different aspects. Also, | noticed that we sometimes
shared similar ideas.” (TC18)

“I think we examined pandemics from all points of view and down to the last detail. Especially discussion
setting created in this activity was very constructive.” (TC2)

“| started to imagine a more egalitarian and fair world. | started to better interpret this reality of
pandemic we are currently experiencing. | realized once again that good and bad are not related to
culture.” (TC9)

“I had opportunity to investigate and learn about topics which | previously had no idea. Also, I followed
some developments in the world.” (TC14)

“| derived many personal lessons from Plague novel and Covid-19 pandemic thanks to this
activity.”(TC20)

“I' had opportunity to understand and evaluate how pandemics effect behaviors, ideas, and feelings.”
(TC15)

“This activity made me face realities of the society that | live in. | had opportunity to analyze our level
of crisis management skills and readiness.” (TC7)
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Teacher candidates analyzed characters in The Plague at the end of the first session. Analysis of
participants' diaries and group discussions reveal that teacher candidates made detailed analysis of
characters in terms of their personality traits and perspectives about social life. They were able to define
and critically analyze various aspects of these characters such as behaviors during pandemic,
expectations, anger, cruelty, compassion, and selfishness It is well established that every piece of
literature aims to convey a message in accordance with its' topic or content which may be historical,
religious, moral, financial, cultural or artistic (Aytas, 2006). We can say that teacher candidates
participating in the activity tried to interpret Camus' message through character analysis.

Teacher candidates compared social and personal reactions in The Plague and Covid-19 pandemic
in the second session. They expressed that experiences and reactions in The Plague and Covid-19
pandemic are highly similar to each other. Teacher candidates discussed experiences during pandemics
from psychological, socio-psychological, and socio-economic perspectives. They stated that people
started to appreciate the value of life both in The Plague and Covid-19 pandemic. They realized once
again that feelings such as love, peace, and safety are special and how these feelings affect people.
However, when people face uncertainty feelings turned into fear and anxiety. Also, negative situations
such as thinking only own interests, selfishness, avoiding quarantine, and insensitivity are individual
reactions observed in both pandemics. Individual reactions defined in this activity are similar to individual
reactions predicted by Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC). IASC (2020) states that common
negative feelings related to pandemics are fear of catching a disease and dying from the disease,
hesitancy to apply medical institutions, fear of losing job, fear of staying in quarantine, fear of losing
loved ones, fear of staying away from loved ones because of quarantine, feeling desperate because of
social isolation Similar to the findings of this study, Askin, Bozkurt and Zeybek, (2020) stated that during
the Covid-19 process, situations such as depression, anxiety, health anxiety, loneliness, social isolation,
stigmatization and financial difficulties, and changing work and working conditions were experienced.

According to teacher candidates social reactions observed during both pandemics are denying
the realities of pandemic, financial difficulties, opportunistic behaviors, resistance to social rules, and
selfishly stocking physical needs. The most significant problems observed during Covid-19 pandemic
are difficulty to obey restrictions, problems related to healthcare system, losing jobs, increase in
domestic violence, increase in social anger, conspiracy theories related to pandemic, social desperation,
impoverishment of society, imparity in accessing educational facilities. Similarly, Ustiin and Ozciftci
(2020) stated that home-office work, economic slowdown, and panic behaviors in consumption were
observed during the Covid-19 process. However, pandemic brought new opportunities in fields of
science, medicine, education, and technology. This finding of the study correlates with Taylor's (2021) 5
main psychosocial conditions of global pandemics. Taylor (2021) states that people tend to exhibit social
reactions such as stockpiling physical needs, resisting isolation rules, cause problems in healthcare
services, and creating conspiracy theories.

Third session of the activity includes ethical violations during plague and Covid-19 pandemics.
Teacher candidates expressed that people prioritize self-interests and behave selfishly during
pandemics. Business people's attempts to increase prices and black marketing are most common ethical
violations. Teacher candidates also expressed that government subsidies for low income groups were
not sufficient. Another ethical violation discussed during the session was insufficient information
provided to public by authorities which in turn created an environment open to speculations and
misinformation of public by some celebrities and public figures. Similarly, Biken (2020) draws attention
to ethical violations related to healthcare system, healthcare workers, efficient usage of resources, and
discrimination.  Ustiin and Ozcift¢ci (2020) emphasizes importance of examining ethical violations
emerged during Covid-19 by stating that these violations do not only damage public healthcare systems
but they also have permanent and temporary negative effects on socio-cultural system, judicial system,
education, tourism, and agriculture by adding that each of these effects must be examined separately.

The conflict between dogmatism and science is the topic discussed in the 4th session of the
activity. The topic was examined from the perspectives of Father Paneloux, Dr. Rieux and Tarrou who are
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characters of The Plague novel. Teacher candidates expressed that negative feelings experienced during
pandemics such as uncertainty, fear, panic, and desperation may direct people to dogmatic views. It was
noted that extensively informing society with scientific, rational and objective information is an effective
way of preventing dogmatism. Various conspiracy theories created during pandemics are also a result
of this dogmatic perspective. Sudden emergence of Covid-19 and lack of enough information about
virus brought many uncertainties and problems related to spread of reliable information caused creation
and propagation of various conspiracies (Akyliz, 2021). Pursuing dogmas and explaining events within
this perspective is mostly the easiest choice but this doesn't contribute to humanity. For centuries,
developments and improvements in various fields were gained by fighting against dogmas. Pandemic
can be considered as a new opportunity for fight against dogmas and defend existential views (Celebi
& Inal, 2020).

The 5th session of the activity includes teacher candidates' ideas and predictions about what
expects the world after Covid-19. What lessons can humanity learn from this pandemic is one of the
topics discussed in this session. Teacher candidates acknowledged significance of pandemic but also
added that people's tendency to easily forget events may restrict the extent of lessons learned from this
experience. Research shows that Covid-19 pandemic brought permanent changes in various areas such
as social media usage (Kuttikoglu, 2021), urban planning (Balci &Tirk, 2020), regulations in healthcare
systems (Okyay, 2021) and regulations in educational systems (Kara & Bozkurt, 2021). Government
authorities have important roles in channeling these changes to public interests. Taylor (2021) states
that government authorities must take proactive measures against problems such as disobeying rules
of pandemic, discrimination, panic buying, and mental health problems. However, effectiveness of these
measures on changing individual habits can only be understood over a long period.

The topic discussed in the 6th session of the activity was social, financial and educational
implications which can be drawn from Covid-19 pandemic. Teacher candidates expressed that the
pandemic provided many opportunities to draw implications for social, financial, and educational fields
which can be beneficial to citizens, government authorities, and non-governmental organizations.
Similarly, Kara and Bozkurt (2021) found out that Covid-19 pandemic contributed to school
administrators in various areas such as improvement of crisis management skills, maintaining higher
standards of hygiene, improving distance education facilities, giving more autonomy to local
administrators, improving skills for distance administration of schools, and designing alternative
methods for educational processes.

Ozl and Oztas (2020) emphasizes importance of learning from this experience in the field of
medicine by taking all the possibilities into account, allocating necessary resources to the service of
epidemiology, efficient cooperation among institutions and maintaining communication about possible
risk. Arslan and Bayar (2020) point out social and financial uncertainties created by pandemic and warns
financial actors to pay attention to these uncertainties and risks. They also argue that developing
countries must adopt financial models based on established rules which developed countries have
already adopted. This pandemic, because of its' very nature, will eventually come to an end and what
has or hasn't been done during the pandemic will be evaluated to take lessons for future pandemics.
Experiences from past events have been and will continue to be the most important means for fighting
against challenges in most difficult times (Ozlu & Oztas, 2020).

The last session of the activity includes teacher candidates' reflections about the activity. All
teacher candidates participating in the study expressed that they found the activity effective. They stated
that the activity gave them new perspectives about pandemics and helped them to thoroughly analyze
social, financial, and psychological experiences of people during pandemics. Also, they had opportunity
to develop ideas for predicting possible events after pandemic. An individual with critical thinking ability
can understand, analyze, and objectively evaluate possible causes of problems from various viewpoints
as well as disagreeing any idea whenever necessary and make decisions about what is right and wrong
(Saracaloglu, & Yilmaz, 2011). In this respect, this activity helped teacher candidates improve their critical
thinking skills.

The final part of the study includes focus group interviews with teacher candidates to reveal
effectiveness of the activity. Teacher candidates expressed that the activity enabled them to compare
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various aspects of The Plague novel and Covid-19 pandemic, interpret individual and social reactions
during pandemics, draw ethical and scientific conclusions from events, and make predictions for
financial, educational and social life after pandemic. Finally, teacher candidates expressed that they
believed the activity was efficient, enjoyable, and inspiring. To sum up, using literary texts to analyze
current events can be considered as an efficient method.

Suggestions:

1. Planning curricular and extracurricular activities in which teacher candidates can effectively
discuss current events can help them improve their critical thinking skills.

2. Teacher training programs should include more elective courses which include cultural and
artistic activates.

3. Mixed design interdisciplinary studies consisting of qualitative and quantitative methods
should be conducted to further analyze effects of Covid-19 pandemic on behaviors, feelings,
ideas and habits.
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Ozet

Insanlik tarihi cok sayida salgina taniklik etmistir. Salginlar insanlarin kendilerini,
yasamlarint diinya diizenini daha fazla sorgulamaya yéneltir. Diger taraftan
salgnlar, insanligin yasaminda ve aliskanliklarinda cok 6nemli degisiklikler yaparak
insanligin belleginde kalict izler birakur. Salginlar agurlikle olarak bilimin ve sagligin
alanina girmekle beraber salginlart konu eden sanat ve edebiyat eserlerine de
rastlanmaktadir. Bu eserlerden biri de Fransiz filozof Albert Camus’nun 1947'de
yayimladigt “Veba” romanudir. Diinyayt ekonomik, sosyal psikolojik agidan biiyiik
travmalara ugratan Kovid-19 salgint Albert Camus’nun Veba romanindaki kurguyla
cok biiytik benzerlikler géstermektedir. Kovid-19 salginin en ¢ok etkiledigi kurumlarin
basinda egitim gelmektedir. Kovid-19 siirecinde yasananlarin 6gretmen adaylarwyla
tartisimasinin énemli oldugu distiniilmektedir. Calismanin amact Camus'nun Veba
Romant ve Kovid-19 Pandemisinin Karslastumali Analizi Etkinligini 6gretmen
adaylarinin - gértsleri acisindan  incelemektir.  Arastirmada nitel arastirma
desenlerinden biittinciil tek durum deseni kullandmustir. Calisma, 14'G kadin 8'si erkek
toplam 22 goniillii egitim fakdiltesi 6grencisi ile yirttilmdstir. Etkinlik 7 oturum
stirmuis ve uzaktan egitim araclart kullaniarak gerceklestirilmistir. Veri toplama aract
olarak 6gretmen glinliikleri ve grup odak gériismeleri kullandmustir. Nitel verilerin
analizinde betimsel yéntemden faydalandmustir. Arastrma sonuclart dgretmen
adaylarinin Veba romant ve Kovid-19 pandemisini bireysel ve toplumsal tepkiler, etik
ve bilimsellik acisindan karsilastirmuslardir. Ayrica 6gretmen adaylart Kovid-19'dan
ctkaracak bireysel, toplumsal, egitimsel, ekonomik, sosyal sonuglara iliskin gériisler
tretmislerdir. Son olarak 6gretmen adaylart etkinligin faydali ve etkili oldugunu ifade
etmislerdir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kovid-19, pandemi, veba, roman, égretmen adaylar, egitim.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Problem: Acemoglu ve Robinson (2020) gore tarih boyunca toplumlar bazi kritik dénemeclerden
gecerler. Bu donemlerde toplumlarin ortada olan dengeleri bozulur neye ydnelecekleri konusunda
belirsizlikler olusur. Bazilari eskiden yaptiklarina devam edebilir, bazilari tamamen degisebilir, bazilari ise
daha kétlye gidebilirler. Ekonomik krizler, savaslar, kitliklar, salgin hastaliklar bu kritik donemeclerden
bazilaridir. insanlik tarih boyunca ¢ok sayida salgin hastalikla karsi karsiya gelmistir. Bu salginlar sirasinda
insanlar kendilerini, yasamlarini, diinyayi sorgularlar. Ozellikle uzun zaman siiren pandemiler insanlarin
yeni kosullara uyumlarini gerekli kilar. Pandemi sartlarinda kisiler kaygilar, korkular, zaaflar, endiseler,
bencillikler, empati, fedakarlik, dzveri, yardimlasma gibi ozellikleriyle yizlesirler. Pandemiler cogunlukla
bilimin ilgi alanina girse de pandemileri konu eden sanat ve edebiyat eserleri de bulunmaktadir
(Gelir,2020).

Bu eserlerden biri de Fransiz filozof Albert Camus'nun 1947'de yayimladigr “Veba"” romanidir.
“Veba"” romaninda Camus pandemiyle miicadele eden Oran sehir halkinin basindan gegen psikososyal
suregleri ele almaktadir. Oran sehrinde yaklasik on ay siiren salgin, umulmadik bir sekilde sona erer
(Durakoglu ve Coskun, 2020). Dinyay saglk, ekonomik, egitimsel ve sosyal psikolojik agidan buiyik
travmalara ugratan Kovid-19 pandemisi Albert Camus'nun Veba romanindaki kurguyla ¢ok buyuk
benzerlikler gostermektedir. Gerek Kovid-19 siirecinde gerekse Veba'da yasam kosullari ve kurumlar
ciddi sekilde etkilenmistir. Bu etkilenen yasam kosullarinin, yeni deneyimlerin 6gretmen adaylari ile
tartisiimasinin énemli oldugu distnilmektedir. Bu baglamda calismanin amaci Camus'nun Veba romani
ve Kovid-19 Pandemisinin Karslastirmali Analizi Etkinligini 6gretmen adaylarinin gorusleri agisindan
incelemektir.

Yontem: Arastirmada nitel arastirma desenlerinden bitincil tek durum deseni kullanilmistir (Yildirnm
ve Simsek, 2016). Calisma, 2020 bahar yariyilinda 14°G kadin 8'si erkek toplam 22 gonulli egitim fakiltesi
ogrencisi ile uzaktan egitim ile yirGtiImuUstir. Bu siirecte, 6gretmen adaylarina Albert Camus'nun Veba
isimli kitabini okumalari icin bir haftalik siire verilmistir. Yedi oturum stiren etkinliklerde kiiclik ve blyiik
grup tartismalari, elestirel okuma ve yaratici yazma calismalari yapilmistir.  Arastirmada veri toplamak
amaciyla 6gretmen adaylarinin gunlikleri ve grup goértsmeleri kullanilmistir. Her bir oturumun
degerlendirilmesi icin oturumlardan sonra 6gretmen adaylarindan giinliklere yorumlarini yazmalari
istenmistir. Oturumlarin hemen ardindan katilimcilar yazdiklari gtinlikleri elektronik olarak arastirmaciya
gondermislerdir. Egitim siirecinin sonunda etkinligin degerlendirilmesi amaciyla 6gretmen adaylariyla
odak grup gorusmeleri yapilmistir. Veba Kitap Etkinliginin strecinde toplanan ginliklerden ve
gorusmelerden elde edilen veriler nitel tekniklerle analiz edilmistir. Calismada ulasilan veriler 7 oturumluk
etkinliginin tematik cercevesine uygun olarak analiz edilmistir. Dogrudan yapilan alintilarda ise betimsel
analize basvurulmustur.

Bulgular ve Tartisma: Ulasilan bulgular, katimcilarin giinliiklerinden elde edilen bulgular ve odak grup
gorusmelerinden elde edilen bulgular olmak lzere iki bélimde 6zetlenmistir.

Ogretmen Adaylarinin Giinliiklerinden Elde Edilen Bulgular:

Birinci oturum sonucunda 6gretmen adaylari Veba romanindaki karakterleri analiz etmislerdir.
Ogretmen adaylari karakterlerin psikolojik ézellikleri ve sosyal hayata bakis acilarini ayrintili bir bicimde
analiz etmiglerdir. Her edebi eserin iletmek istedigi bir mesaj vardir (Aytas, 2006). Ogretmen adaylarinin
roman kahramanlarina iliskin yaptiklari karakter analizi sayesinde Camus'nun pandemilerde insan
davranislarina yonelik verdigi mesajlari anlamlandirmaya calistiklari séylenebilir.

ikinci oturumda 8gretmen adaylari Veba ve Kovid-19 salginlarinda bireysel ve toplumsal tepkileri
karsilastirmiglardir. Ogretmen adaylari gerek Veba romaninda gerekse Kovid-19 siirecinde bireysel ve
toplumsal anlamda yasananlarin ve bunlara verilen tepkilerin ¢ok bilyik oranda birbirine benzedigini
ifade etmiglerdir. Ogretmen adaylari salgin siirecinde yasananlari psikolojik, sosyal-psikolojik, sosyo-
ekonomik acilardan tartismislardir. Tartismalar IASC (2020) ve Taylor (2021) ile benzerlik gostermektedir.
Uclincli oturumunda Veba ve Kovid-19 siirecinde ne tip etik ihlallerin yapildigi tartisiimistir. Ogretmen
adaylari salgin surecinde bireylerin kisisel cikarlarini 6n plana koyarak bencilce ve etik disi davrandiklarini
ifade etmislerdir. Alan yazin incelendiginde oturumlarda tartisilan farkl etik disi davranislarla karsilasildigi
ifade edilmektedir (Biken, 2020; Ustin ve Ozciftci 2020). Dérdiincti oturumda salgin siirecinde
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dogmatizm- bilim etkisi tartisiimistir. Konu Veba romaninin kahramanlari Peder Paneloux, Dr.Rieux ve
Tarrou'nun gérisleri agisindan degerlendirilmistir. Ogretmen adaylari salgin dénemlerinde bireylerin
yasadiklari bilgisizlik, caresizlik, korku, panik gibi olumsuz duygularin onlari dogmatik bakisi acilarina
yoneltebilecegini ifade etmislerdir. Besinci oturumda 6gretmen adaylariyla Kovid-19 sonrasi diinyada
neler olabilecedi tartisiimistir. insanligin bu yasanan travmadan bir ders cikarip cikarmayacagi
tartisiimistir. Ogretmen adaylari pandeminin cok 6nemli etkileri oldugunu kabul etmekle birlikte
insanlarin  unutma egilimlerinin cikarilan dersleri kisitlayacagini ifade etmislerdir. Alanyazin
incelendiginde pandeminin insanlara sosyal yasamdan, ekonomik hayata bircok alanda énemli dersler
verdigini ve 6nemli degisikliklere neden oldugu gortlmektedir (Kittkoglu, 2021; Balci ve Turk, 2020;
Okyay, 2021; Kara ve Bozkurt, 2021). Altinci oturumda Kovid-19 sonrasi toplumsal, ekonomik ve egitimsel
agidan cikarilabilecek sonuglar neler olmalidir sorusu tartisilmistir. Ogretmen adaylari bu salgin
deneyiminin ¢ok fazla ders ¢ikarma firsatini da beraberinde getirdigini belirtmislerdir. Ogretmen adaylari
toplumsal, ekonomik ve egitimsel agidan vatandaslarin, yoneticilerin sivil toplum kuruluslarinin, kurum
ve kuruluslarin gikarilabilecegi cok 6nemli dersler oldugunu ifade etmislerdir. Bu bulgular alanyazinla
benzerlik gdstermektedir (Kara ve Bozkurt, 2021; Ozli ve Oztas, 2020; Arslan ve Bayar, 2020). Son
oturumda égretmen adaylarindan program ile ilgili yansitmalar alinmistir. Ogretmen adaylarinin tamami
etkinligi etkili bulduklarini ifade etmislerdir. Etkinlik sayesinde salginlara farkli acilardan bakabildiklerini,
insanlarin pandemi dénemlerinde sosyal, ekonomik, ruhsal acidan yasadiklari sorunlari derinlemesine
analiz ettiklerini, pandemi sonrasina iliskin tahminler yapabilmeye firsat bulduklarini ifade etmislerdir.

Ogretmen Adaylanyla Yapilan Odak Grup Goriismelerinden Elde Edilen Bulgular:

Programin etkililigini ortaya koymak amaciyla égretmen adaylariyla odak grup goértsmeleri
yapilmistir. Ogretmen adaylari, bu etkinlik sayesinde Veba romani ve Kovid-19 pandemisini cok yénli
olarak karsilastirabildiklerini, bireysel ve toplumsal tepkileri anlamlandirabildiklerini, etik, bilimsellik
agisindan 6énemli tartismalar yapabildiklerini, kendileri ve insanlik icin dnemli dersler ¢ikarabildiklerini,
pandemi sonrasi ekonomi, egitim ve sosyal yasam hakkinda gelecek tahminlerinde bulunabildiklerini
ifade etmislerdir. Son olarak 6§retmen adaylari programi etkili, keyifli ve ufuk gelistirici bulmuslardir.

Sonug ve Oneriler: Sonuc olarak 6gretmen adaylari, bu etkinlik sayesinde Veba romani ile Kovid-19
pandemisini cesitli yonleriyle karsilastirabildiklerini, pandemi sirasindaki verilen bireysel ve toplumsal
tepkileri yorumlayabildiklerini, pandemi sirasinda yasanan olaylardan etik ve bilimsel sonuclar
¢ikarabildiklerini,  pandemi sonrasi finansal, egitimsel ve sosyal hayata iliskin 6ngorilerde
bulunabildiklerini ifade etmislerdir. Ayrica, 6gretmen adaylari etkinligin verimli, eglenceli ve ilham verici
bulduklarini paylasmislardir. Ozetle, edebi metinlerin kullaniimasinin giincel olaylarin tartigiimasinda
etkili bir yaklasim oldugu soylenebilir. Ogretmen adaylarinin elestirel disiinme becerilerine katki
saglayacak, giincel durumlari daha etkili bir bicimde tartisabilecekleri ders ici ve ders disi etkinler
planlamalidir. Ogretmenlik egitimi programlarina kiiltiir, sanat faaliyetlerini iceren daha fazla secimlik
ders eklenmelidir. Kovid-19 pandemisinin davranislar, duygular, distinceler ve aliskanliklar Gzerindeki
etkilerini inceleyen nicel ve nitel arastirma yontemlerinin birlikte kullanildigi karma ydntemde
desenlenmis disiplinler arasi arastirmalar tasarlanabilir.
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